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Pollster:  America  undergoing  upheavals 
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Baptist  Press 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Evangelical 
pollster  George  Bama  in  hS  19% 
book,  "The  Index  of  Leading 
Spiritual  indicators,"  provides 
statistical  evidence  that 

"...  religion  at  the  end  of  the 
millennium  is  experiencing 
upheavals  of  gargantuan  pro¬ 
portions. 

"Yet,  in  the  midst  of  the  infor¬ 
mation  explosion  and  a  media 
that  meddles  in  every  arena  of 
endeavor  knovym  to  humankind, 
surprisingly  little  is  known 
about  the  true  nature  of  the 

shifts 
that 
are 
redirect¬ 
ing  the 
religious 
frontier  in 


Two 
out  of  every 
three  adults 
say  they  have 
made  a  "per¬ 
sonal  commitment  to  Jesus 
Christ  that  is  still  important  in 
their  life  today." 

♦  Most  Americans  believe 
that  spiritual  salvation  is  an 
outcome  to  be  earned  through 
their  good  character  or  behav¬ 
ior,  compared  to  evangelical 
Christiamty's  traditional  view 
of  salvation  by  grace. 

’  ♦  The  proportion  of  adults 
who  read  the  Bible  during  the 
course  of  a  week,  other  than 


when  they  are  in  church  ser-  1992,  nearly  half  of  all  adults 
vices,  has  declined  dramatical-  (47%)  read  from  the  Bible  dur- 
ly  since  the  early  nineties.  In  ing  the  week.  That  figure  has 

Reugion  IN  America  I 


♦  67%  of  adults  say  they  have  made  a  "personal  commitment  to 
Jesus  Christ  ttiat  is  stil  important  in  their  life  today,"a  slight 
increase  in  the  past  decade. 

♦  57%  believe  "if  a  persxm  is  generally  good,  or  does  enough 
good  things  for  others  during  their  life,  they  will  earn  a  place 
inheaven.". 

♦  20%  daim  the  Bible  is  ttie  dominimt  influence  whaa  they 
make  ethical  or  moral  decisions. 

♦  :i3%beUeve  the  miradbs  described  in  the  Bible  really  ha{^>eiied. 

♦  74%  believe  that  "forgivei^ss  of  sins  is  possible  only  ttvrough 
Mth  in  Jemis  ChriidL" 

♦  63%  has  no  idea  to  what  "John  3:16"  niters. 

♦  10%  adults  belkve  toatfte  {tame  of  Noah's  wife  was  Joan 
of  Arc. 

I  ^  82%  incorreciiy  bdieve  dnat  mdudes  the  stotemmt 

^  ^lat  "God  Otemselves." 
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^  79%  beheve  tfiat  and  Catholics  tSiouId  put  aside 

their  religimaidiffnenoes  wenk  together.' 
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plummeted  to  just  31%  by  1995. 

♦  Attendance  at  evangelical 
churches  has  slowed  after  a 
period  of  growth  in  the  '70s 
and  '80s. 

The  average  adult  atten¬ 
dance  at  these  churches  is  cur¬ 
rently  101  adults. 

In  church  membership,  60% 
of  adults  belong  to  a  local  reli¬ 
gious  institution,  compared  to 
80%  during  the  1950's. 

Weekly  church  attendance, 
however,  remains  at  42%. 

Adult  Sunday  school  atten¬ 
dance,  meanwhile,  is  on  the 
decline. 

One  out  of  four  adults  (23%) 
attended  such  classes  in  1991. 

\The  proportion  has  dipped  to 
one  out  of  six  (17%)  in  1W5. 

♦  Increasing  numbers  of 
churches  are  striving  to  be  sen¬ 
sitive  to  the  needs  of  "seekers" 
—  individuals  who  are  not 
Christians  but  are  seeking  spiri¬ 
tual  moorings  and  connections. 

Like  it  or  not,  Bama  writes: 
"The  religious  climate  in 
America  these  days  reflects  the 
true  soul  of  the  population; 
one  which  thirsts  for  experi¬ 
ence  rather  than  knowledge, 
for  exposure  rather  than 
understanding,  for  choices 
rather  than  the  simplicity  and 
security  of  a  limited  set  of 
alternatives." 

Bama  also  writes: 
"Americans  want  their  reli- 

Jious  freedom  and  they  cherish 
leir  religious  life,  in  all  of  its 
uni^e  forms. 

"Religion  in  this  country 
may  not  be  what  it  used  to  be, 
but  indisputably  it  remains  a 
vital  dimension  of  the 
American  experience." 


Typical'  chi 


Rankin  coniiig  to  Rankin 


Letters  tgibe  Editor 


What's  in  the 
Record 


Orchestra  oremieres 


I  biJik 


Harry  Vickery,  head  of  The  Mississippi  Mission,  reports 
$22,808,739  has  bwn  pledged  in  the  $40  million  unified  endow¬ 
ment  campaign  for  Mississippi  College,  William  Carey  College, 
Blue  Mountciin  College,  and  the  Baptist  Children's  Village. 


Jtl  \  C.H'  ,l”() 


Corrie  Mitchell  James  of  Taylor  knew  William  Faulkner  before 
he  became,  famous.  She  also  knew  "The  Baptist  Record"  in  its  ear¬ 
lier  years.  Jones,  79,  a  member  of  Taylor  Church,  says  she's  had 
"The  Baptist  Record"  in  her  home  as  long  as  she  can  remember. 


~>li  » ('.If '  .ii;() 


Mighty,  militant,  missionary  Mississippi  Baptists  marA  into 
First  Church,  Jackson,  to  prove  "things  are  done  in  Mississippi  as 
in  no  other  place  on  earth,"  said  New  Orleans  Seminary  President 
Roland  Q.  Leavell  at  the  statewide  missions  rally. 
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God's  plan  for  rescuing  'hopeless'  children 


The  happy  and  energetic  elementary  Over  tl 
students  bounded  into  class  after  an  Baptist  Ret 
active  recess  Mme.  Since  it  was  the  of  former  E 
week  after  Father's  Day,  the  teacher  decid-  there  and  a 
ed  to  allow  the  students  to  describe  to  the  ductive  liv 
class  how  they  spent  the  special  day  with  ety  deeply 
their  dads.  Unfo^ 

Child  after  child  recounted  delightful  see-  of  such  "h( 
narios  filled  with  presents  and  Daa  s  favorite  ties  in  our 
food  and  an  abundance  of  reciprocated  love.  Accordii 

Then  the  teacher  came  to  Jolinny  (not  his  the  Americ 
real  name).  He  calmly  stood  up,  dropped  a  local  affil 
his  pants,  and  "mooned"  the  class.  largest  abo 

Those  happy  Father's  Day  stories  ly  placed  tl 
were  more  than  he  could  take.  He 
lashed  out  in  the  only  way  he  knew,  "Babies 
Ijecause  JoEmny  doesn't  have  a  dad.  Unl^s  you 
Johnny  doesn't  have  a  mother,  babies  are  bi 
Johnny  doesn't  have  anyone. 

Elizal>eth  (not  her  real  name)  Eias  Needles 
been  E)etrayed  by  everyone  she  ever  that  is  not 
trusted  in  her  young  life.  of  life's  litt 

Sexually  abused  by  her  father  His  wa) 
and  passed  around  for  the  pleasure  for  the  l?et 
of  her  drug-addicted  mother's  and  not  its 
many  boyfriends,  Elizabeth  has  no  The  BC" 
concept  of  her  self-worth.  he  has  cho 

These  are  Mississippi  children  —  of  history  j 
not  residents  of  some  far-away,  blighted  In  hono: 

urban  area  from  which  we  can  emo-  Children's 
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Fisb.  9  is  Race  Relations  Sunday 
across  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

Yet  when  we  gather  to  wor¬ 
ship  on  that  Sunday,  most  of  us 
will  find  the  morning  worship 
hour  remains  the  most  racially- 
segregated  time  in  our  week. 

Despite  denominational  reso¬ 
lutions,  regardless  of  social  state¬ 
ments,  ani 


Jesus."  (Gal.  3:28  KJV) 

Many  in  our  churches  have 
apparently  forgotten  the  song 
we  learned  as  children: 

"Jesus  loves  the  little  children, 
all  Ae  children  of  the  world.  Red 
and  yellow,  black  and  white,  they 
are  precious  in  his  sight.  Jesus 
loves  the  little  children  of  the 
world." 

God  created  every  human 
Ijein^  as  a  person  of  worth  and 
digmty. 

Yet  since  the  early  days  of  the 
church,  there  have  been  those 
who  would  attempt  to  find  scriptural  sup¬ 
port  for  racial  separation  and  selective  evan¬ 
gelism  based  uwn  human  theolomcal  sys¬ 
tems  tfiat  provide  man  with  the  right  to  pro¬ 
nounce  certain  persons,  groups,  or  races  out¬ 
side  God's  plan  in  CEirist. 

We  must  examine  our  own  mind,  heart, 
and  lifestyle  to  see  how  afflicted  we  are 
with  the  sickness  of  prejudice. 

Many  of  us  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
of  W.  A.  Criswell,  retired  longtime  pastor 
of  First.  Church,  Dallas,  who  after  long 
soul-searching  stated:  "1  came  to  the  pro¬ 
found  conclusion  that  to  separate  by  coer¬ 
cion  the  lx)dy  of  Christ  on  tne  basis  of  skin 
pigmentation  was  unthinkable,  unchrist¬ 
ian,  and  unacceptable  to  God." 

The  church  must  take  a  stand.  We  must 
reject  attempts  to  incorrectly  interpret  por¬ 
tions  of  Scripture  to  legitimate  separation 
and  deny  salvation  tiecause  of  race. 

We  must  live  as  brothers  and  sisters 
toward  all  our  CEiristian  sisters  and  brothers. 

We  must  move  from  rhetoric  to  concrete 
action  in  our  homes,  schools,  businesses, 
and  —  surely  —  in  our  churches. 

If  the  church  is  not  the  place  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion  and  uncompronrising  evangelism  of  all 
men  and  women,  then  what  is  its  purpose? 

On  Race  Relations  Sunday,  who  will  be 
worshipping  with  you  in  your  church? 
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Race  relations  is  a  ■ 
Christian  matter 

By  Paul  G.  Jones  II,  executive  director 
-  Mississippi  Baptist 
Christian^ Action  Commission 
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even  after  32  years  of 
olTserving  Race  Relahons  Sunday, 
many  churches  continue  to  be 
tainted  with  prejudice  and  racism, 

Prejudice  and  racism  are  root¬ 
ed  in  numan  sinfulness. 

Racial  prejudice  is  the  assumption  that  a 
person  has  tne  right  to  stereotype,  malign, 
denigrate,  and  dismiss  a  person  or  group 
because  of  visible  physical  characteristics. 

Racism  is  the  institutionalization  of  per¬ 
sonal  racial  prejudice  in  our  society.  Racism 
legitimates  fear  and  the  lack  of  knowledge 
or  ather  persons  and  groups. 

Racism  results  in  legal  domination  and 
the  approval  of  inequality  as  a  social  norm. 

Both  racial  prejudice  and  racism  deny 
the  full  humanity  of  others  by  limiting 
their  potential,  by  rejecting  their  person- 
hood,  and  by  denying  them  access  to  the 
saving  grace  of  God  in  Christ. 

Such  an  attitude  is  foreign  to  God  and 
his  Word. 

God  created  and  loves  all  people.  Jesus 
came  so  that  all  people  may  t>e  saved.  The 
Holy  Spirit  was  given  to  all  those  in  Christ. 

Moreover,  the  Bible  speaks  very  clearly 
about  the  behavior  of  Christians  toward 
those  whom  society  would  marginalize  by 
attitude  or  action: 

—  "He  that  saith  he  is  in  the  light,  and 
hateth  his  brother,  is  in  darkness  even  until 
now."  (1  John  2:9  KJV) 

—  "There  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  there 
is  neither  bond  nor  free,  there  is  rteither 
male  nor  female:  for  ye  are  all  one  in  Christ 
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Orchestra's  premiere  makes  beautiful  music 


Bv  Hm  Nicholas  >- 
MBCB  Communications  Director 


at  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson. 

The  audience,  consisting 
mainly  of  pastors  from  across 
Baptist  the  state,  gave  the  group  a 
ade  its  standing  ovation. 

Jan.  27  "They  absolutely  filled  the 
sissippi  auditorium  with  praise,"  said 
iference  one  audience  meinber. 


Not  bad  for  an  84-piece  col-  Board  (N 
lection  of  mostly  volunteer  the  orclw 
Baptist  laypeople  who  prac-  form  tw( 
ticed  together  only  once  before  The  r 
their  premiere  performance.  currentlj 
A  total  of  14  Mississippi  19,  1998, 
Baptist  churches  were  represent-  next 
ed  in  the  orchestra,  which  includ-  Evangeli 
ed  three  ministers  of  music  and  a  Mississi{ 
fewprofessional musicians.  '  Billec 

The  orchestra  was  directed  Celebrat 
W  Bruce  Zeiger  of  New  to  the  1 
Orleans,  rehred  trumpet  soloist  will  acc 
for  the  U.S.  Air  Force  Band  who  choir  pe 
now  serves  on  the  music  staff  of  musical, 
Calvaiy  Church,  New  Orleans.  For  n 

Orchestra  members  ranged  tact  the 
from  Heather  Armstrong,  a  Departn 
ninth  grader  and  member  of  JacKson, 
Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson,  to  Telepho 
Don  Hickman  of  Colonial  toll-free 
Heights  Church,  Jackson,  who  748-1651 
has  been  playing  in  church 
orchestras  for  &3  years. 

Musical  arrangements  per¬ 
formed  at  the  corJerence  includ- 
ed  "The  Doxology,"  "Victory  in 
Jesus,"  "I  Sing  the  Mighty  Power  ^  ^ 
DEBUT  PERFORMANCE  —  The  84-piece  Mississippi  Baptist  ofG<>d,"and^'Holy,  Holy,  Holy." 

Symphony  Orchestra  conducted  its  first  performance  at  tne  Ian.  27  Graham  Smitii,  director  of  me 
session  of  the  1997  Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelism  Confronce.  _^urch Music  Department  of  tire 
(Photo  by  Tim  Nichc^as)  Missusippi  Baptist  Convention 
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Evangelism  Conference  provides  lists 


February  6, 1997 
VoL.  121 
No.  1 


By  llin  Nicholas 

MBCB  Camtrumicatims  Director 


secular  world  wants  to  know  least  three  prospects  to  church,  too  materialistic,  and  he 
about  Christians;  Do  you  care,  Stnrape  explained  that  if  peo-  walked  out  on  his  wife  shortly 
and  do  they  count?  pie  don  t  want  to  conunit,  they  after  a  Conors  conwany  vice- 

The  1997  Mississippi  Baptet  Brisbane  pimted  out  that  if  were  welcome  to  remaiii  visitors,  president  implored  iiim  to  put 

Evangelism  Conference  on  Jan.  they  can  oe  convinced  the  Jim  Futral,  host  pastor  of  the  ms  failhin  Jesus  Chcist. 

27-28  at  Broadmoor  Church,  answer  to  htrth  questions  is  annual  conference  sponsored  His  wife  accepted  Christ 

Jackson,  was  a  conference  of  "yes,"  they  will  consider  the  tw  the  Evan^lism  Department  while  they  were  separated, 

lists  —  ranging  from  what  the  gospel  tmessege-  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Coors  smo,  thanks  to  a  tele¬ 
secular  world  wants  to  know  Steve  Stxoope^  pastor  of  Lake  Convention  Board  fMBCB),  vised  BiUy  Graham  crusade, 

about  Christians,  to  what  can  Point  QiuicIl  Rockwall,  lex.,  sjroke  on  wiritual  "heart  dis-  and  the  «nnily  was  Tsuitited 

be  exf>ected  of  a  church  mem-  which  has  a  contemporary  ease"  Just  after  Kennif  McGre-  shortly  after  he  alro  aooepted 

ber,  to  the  types  of  "heart  dis-  aj^roach  to  worship,  onered  a  gor,,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Christ  at  a  revival  meetii^. 

eases"  tiiat  Imp  peo^  from  a  list  of  lequirHnents  for  mem-  Mendenhall,  gave  his  testimony  The  1998  MisdH^pi  &ptist 

relationship  with  the  lord.  berdup  at  Lake  Pointe  Church,  on  receiving  a  heart  transplant.  <  Evai^elismOmfereacewiiltake 

Herb  Brisbane,  director  of  He  said  every  new  member  Futral  said  Jthe  Bible  is  a 
black  evan^lism  for  the  must  enroll  in  Sunday  School,  manual  about  the  heart. 

Southern  Baptist  Home  must  give  financially,  must  find  If  a  person  allows  God  to 

Mission  Board  (HMB)  in  a  place  of  service  within  a  year,  make  the  examination,  God 

Atlanta,  listed  questions  the  and  must  pray  for  and  invite  at  might  find  an  ailing  heart,  a 

blocked  heart,  a  cold  neart,  or  a 
depressed  heart,  Futral  said, 
pomting  out  that  some  people 

need  a  transplant.  ‘ 

"This  is  wnat  Jesus  came  into 
the  world  for,  to  change  hearts, 
and  some  (people)  might  need 

un-  ^ 
he 

Annuity  Board  the  Southern 

Dallas, 

spoke  on  the 
to 

He  takes  a  piersonal 

by  the 

development  a  growth  men- 
tality,  mitiation  or  some  new 

programs,  hard  work,  and  the  place  Jan.  19  at  tiie  Mississippi 
ability  to  "think  missions."  Coliseum  in  Jackson,  and  Jan.  20 

Don  Wilton,  pastor  of  First  at  Alta  Woods  Church,  Jackson. 
Church,  Spartanburg,  S.C.,  said  For  more  information  on 
the  greatest  program  of  out-  evarigelism  activities,  contact  S. 
reach  and  church  growth  "is  A.  "&nny"  Adkins,  director  of 
just  to  love  each  other."  the  MBCB  Evangelism 

The  conference's  closing  Department,  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
speaker  was  Adolph  Coors  FV,  a  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
member  of  the  Colorado  beer-  Telephone:  (601)  968-3800  or 
brewing  family  who  left  the  com-  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (8(X)) 
paity  after  becoming  a  Christian.  748-1651 . 

Coors  said  an  automobile  Associate  Editor  Carl  M.  White 
accident  convinced  him  he  was  also  contributed  to  this  article. 


Baitisms 


THnHyORiidi,Southavaii  Jim  Butler  314 

Cotori^  Hills  Churdi,  Southaven  Steve  Bennett  174 

Paric  PlaQe  Church,  Brandon  Bobby  Williamsim  171 

CrossKates  Church,  Brandon  Barry  Clingan  161 

Temple  Church,  Hattie^niig  Dean  Renter  142 

Four  Mile  Creek  Church,  Pascagoula  Timuny  Brill  134 

Highland  Church,  laurel  Damis  W.  Sewell  133 

First  Church,  Jackson  Frank  Pollard  114 

Norihaest  Church,  Meridian  Malcolm  Lewis  114 

First  Church,  Olive  Branch  P.J.  Scott  110 

Top  10  Churches  in  Baptisms 

(based  on  ratio  of  members  to  baptisms) 

CHUKH  Nmme  pASTcm  Ratio 


CHURCHMEN  SING  — 
Members  of  the  Mississippi 
Singing  Churchmen  prepare  to 
perform  )an.  28  at  the  1996 
Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelism 
Conference  at  Broadmoor 
Church,  Jackson.  The  popular 
group  of  Baptist  vocalists  has 
performed  around  the  world. 
(Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas) 


FaiOi  HeoMirial,  Pofriarvilte 
Antiodv  Carthiffie 
H^Owpel,  BooneviUe 
Jobnaon  Cre^  State  Line 
Udary  Road,  Water  Valley 
Four  ^  Creek,  Pascagoula 
Northskte,  Hattiediurg 
Davis  Road,  Terry 
W.  Carthage  Mission,  Cartilage 
Pineview,  Houston 


Stuart  ^lelton  2J9 

2.77 

Jerry  Mitchell  3.20 

WilHam  |.  Harris  3.25 

Donald  MiUer  3.40 

Tommy  Brill  5.67 

Dean  fWkins  3.70 

Rkky  Summers  3.97 

JackNazaiy  4.21 

Terry  Rhodes  4.44 

Source:  MBCB  Emngetism  Dept. 
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Typical'  Miss,  church  fares  well  in  SBG 


How  do  Mississippi  Baptist  of  whom  168  are  resident  mem-  Jones  also  found  that  although 

churches  measure  up  against  sis-  bers.  The  typical  Mississippi  most  churches  are  small,  70%  of 
ter  churches  across  the  Southern  church  has  207  members  and  Soutfiem  Baptists  are  members  of 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)?  150  resident  members.  churches. 

In  a  nutshell,  the  typical  The  current  pastor  has  been  The  study  also  shows  some 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  at  the  ehurch  three  to  fouryears  growth  indicators  of  the  typical 
(MBC)  church  is  older,  smaller,  —  the  same  at  both  SBC  and  SBC  church  in  1995  may  be 
and  much  more  generous  in  Mississippi  levels.  smaller  than  the  typical  church 

supporting  missions.  The  SBC  church  has  70  people  10  or  20  years  ago,  but  Jones 

Mississippi  churches  are  also  in  its  Simday  morning  worsfiip  said  reason^  for  declines  are 
well  above  SBC  churches  in  the  service;  reported  five  baptisms  difficult  to  pinpoint, 
categories  of  Discipleship  and  five  other  additions  during  "There  vvjj^  some  problems 
Training,  Brotherhood  involve-  the  1994-95  church  year;  has  98  with  data  collection  Ae  past 
ment,  and  are  right  on  target  enrolled  in  Sunday  School,  with  couple  of  .^ears  causing  some 
with  Woman's  Missionary  55  in  attendance;  and  gives  churches  v  - to  not  report. 
Union  (WMU)  participation.  almost  $7,500  to  missions.  although  i,^n't  believe  that 

The  typical  Southern  Baptist  MBC  churches  have  slightly  would  dramatically  affect  the 
church  has  233  total  members,  lower  worship  attendance,  oap-  outcomes,"  Jones  said. 

tisms,  and  Sunday  School  "Some  declines  in  the  bap- 
enrollment  and  attendance,  but  tism  rate,  Sunday  School  enroll- 
missions  giving  is  considerably  ment  and  attendance,  and 
higher  than  the  SBC  figxires.  WMU  etrrollment  appear  to,  be 
The  profiles  were  derived  by  due  to  declines  in  older  esfab- 
Southem  Baptist  Home  Mission  lished  churches,"  he  said. 

Board  (HMB)  researchers  from  Jones  explained  not  all 
information  supplied  by  more  declines  are  negative, 
than  36,500  churches  through  "The  decrease  in  the  median 
the  1995  Annual  Church  Profile,  number  of  resident  members  is 
according  to  Phil  Jones,  HMB  not  really  an  unfavorable  trend 
research  director.  since  the  decline  is  due  to  the 

"It  is  a  picture  of  what  I  have  influx  of  new,  smaller  churches 
called  the  'typical'  SBC  church,  into  the  convention, 
which  is  a  compilation  of  the  "In  fact,  the  baptism  rate 
median  statistics  of  all  the  report-  would  have  declined  even  hir¬ 
ing  churches.  ther  if  not  for  the  starting  of  new 

"That  means  half  of  all  SBC  churdies  in  the  convention." 
churches  are  larger  and  half  are  The  study  showed  substantial 
smaller  on  any  particular  statis-  increases  in  church  receipts;  how- 
tic,"  Jones  explained.  ever,  the  increases  were  smaller 

The  information  indicates  the  when  adjusted  for  inflation, 
current  status  of  SBC  churches 
as  well  as  trends,  he  said. 

"While  large,  growing 
churches  receive  a  great  deal  of 
attention,  the  SBC  continues  to 
be  composed  primarily  of 
small  churches,"  Jones  summa¬ 
rized.  "Seventy  percent  of  SBC 
churches  have  400.  ©r  iewer 
members,  and  less  than  \Qtio 
have  more  than  900  members." 


1995  Median  Profile 


/  SBC  Ml 

/V  Total  members  233  2( 

Net  change  total  members  1 

^  %  change  total  members  .6%  0* 

Resident  members  168  15 

y  A.M.  worship  attendance  70  6) 

\  Baptisms  5  ^ 

Baptism  rate  per  1 00  members  2.5  2.2 

J  Year  organized  1 928  1 905 

^  Other  additions  5  5 

y  Year  pastor  came  1 992  1 992 

^  Sunday  School  enrollment  98  85 

--^Average  weekly  S.S.  attendance  55  51 

\  Discipleship  Training  enrollment  15  1 

^  WMU  enrollment  13  ^  ^  I 

▼  Brotherhood  enrollment  2  I 

^  Music  enrollment  26  29  I 

^  Total  receipts  $61,646  $60,265  I 

O  Tithes  and  offerings  $59,160  $59,611  I 

^  Undesignated  gifts  $50,787  $51,756  I 

1  Designated  gifts  $6,171  $5,892  I 

Total  local  expenditures  $46,024  $44,677  I 

W  Total  mission  expenditures  $7,477  $8,318  ■ 

y  Cooperative  Progam  (CPf  $2,935  $3,406  ■ 

Association  missions  gifts  $1,200  $1,322  H 

Annie  Armstrong  Offering  $350  $410  ■ 

Lottie  Moon  Offering  $561  $839  ■ 

%  Undesignated  gifts  to  CP  7%  7.9%  I 

%  Undesignated  gifts  to  assoc.  2.4%  2.5%  I 


Bum  m 
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Home  Missions 


Somcthilm  Mew 


March  2-9 


A  Woman's  Walk  with  God 
One  Day  at  a  Time 

Woman's  Conference  » 

Friday,  February  21,  1997  I 

6:00-9:00  p.m.  -  "Dessert  with  Donna"  H 
Saturday,  February  22,  1 997  I 
8:30  a. m.  -  1 2:00  Noon  I 

(refreshments  served)  H 

Spiritual  enrichment  by  Donna  Douglas  H 
(also  known  as  Elly  May  of  "Beverly  H 
Hillbillies")  and  musical  presentation  by 
Carol  Joy  Sparkman,  Parkway  Baptist  Church 


Source:  Home  Mission  Board  Research  Dept. 
Compiled  from  1 995  Anm$al  Church  Profiles 


RENOVATIONS 


Speciauzing  in  church 

RENOVATIONS,  RESTORA¬ 
TIONS,  NEW  CONSTRUCTION 
AND  DESIGN: 

Steeples,  steeple  repair 
and  restoration; 

Pews;  Carpeting; 
Baptismals;  Painting;  Signs 
and  more. 

fad  (601)  425-5729  Ibr  a  free  brochure 
^  .BROGDON  CONSTRUCTION 
1  Laurel,  MS 


Donna 
Douglas 

Registration  -  Cost:  $20.00  -  Please  contact  the  church  office  by 
Monday,  February  10  ($25.00  after  the  10th) 

Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 

787  E.  Northside  Drive,  Jackson,  MS  (601)  366-8433  FAX  (601)366-8866 


terving  the  coiutruaiofi 
needs  of  South 
Mississippi  since  1979 
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Happy  IQOth  birthday... 

Miss.  Baptists  help  answer  child's  prayer 


By  Ronnie  Foster 

Former  Village  resident 


I  on- Woodrow  Wilson  Avenue  in 
Jackson. 

My  brothers  were  put  in  the 
senior  boys  cottage,  and  I  was 
put  in  the  primary  boys  cottage. 

Everybne  I  loved  had  been  but 
tom  away  from  me.  I  remember  Chi 
thinking,  "No!  This  is  not  the 
new  home  I  had  in  mind!" 

I  guess  I  cried  myself  to  family, 
sleep  for  two  years. 

I  was  in  the  tenth  grade 
before  I  accepted  the  Village  as 
my  new  home. 

It  was  at  the  Village  that  I 
accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  my 
Lord  and  ^vior. 

It  was  at  the  Village  that  I 
learned  about  the  true  "new 
daughter  home"  I  had  wished  for  as  a 
boy  of  10. 

I  am  now  46  years  old.  When 
my.  wife  Linda  talks  about 
"going  home,"  I  know  she 
means  French  Camp,  Miss. 

When  1  talk  about  "going 
home,"  she  knows  I  mean  the 
Baptist  Children's  Village. 

God  took  the  worst  time  of 
my  life  and  made*  it  my  best.  I 
lost  my  father  and  mother,  but 
the  Lord  gave  me  a  much  larg¬ 
er  family. 

God  used  every  house  par¬ 


ent  and  child  at  the  Village  to 
fill  the  void  in  my  life.  1  want  4II 
of  them  to  know  how  much  I 
love  them. 

You  might  s^y  I'm  partial, 
but  I  believe  the  Baptist 
Children's  Village  is  the  great¬ 
est  home  mission  field  there  is. 
Thank  you.  Lord,  for  my 

Thank  you.  Lord,  for  the 
^CN^  Baphsts  who  support  the 

Thank  you.  Lord,  for  the 
,"new  home"  you  gave  me,  and 
for  the  one  you  are  preparing 
for  me  in  eternity. 


I  will  never  forget  the  ser¬ 
mon  about  a  "new  home"  that  I 
heard  at  the  age  of  10  in  a 
Pelahatchie  church. 

The  pastor  said,  "All  you 
have  to  do  is  come  down  this 
aisle  and  accept  Jesus.  You  can 
have  a  new  home." 

I  sure  wanted  a  new  home. 

I  was  the  youngest  of  three 
sons.  There  was  constant  argu¬ 
ing  and  fighting  in  our  home. 

We  were  constantly  being 
dropped  off  at  one  relative  or 
another.  We  would  stay  for  a 
couple  of  weeks  and  then  move 
on  to  another  relative. 

When  my  family  did  have  a 
place  to  stay,  it  was  only  for  a 
month  because  we  had  no 
money  for  rent. 

What  money  our  Dad  made, 
he  spent  it  on  liquor.  He  would 
come  home  drunk,  and  the 
fighting  would  begin. 

It  was  really  rough  in  the 
winter.  Most  of  the  time,  we 
had  no  gas  or  electricity.  My 
brothers  and  I  awakened  many 
nights  with  the  sheets  frozen  on 
our  bed. 

My  parents  were  separated 
many  times.  They  even 
divorced  and  rernarried. 

It  was  in  Mope,  Af k.,  that 
our  mother  packed  everything 
she  could  and  left  with  us  while 
Dad  was  at  work.  I  was  10 


Rankin  set 
to  speak  at 
rally 


)erry  A.  Rankin,  president. 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  will  be 
the  keynote  speaker  for  the 
Rankin  County  Association's  Fif- 
teenth  Annual 
Missions  Rally 
and  banquet 

Feb. 

Church,  Bran- 
don. 

Displays 
Rankin  will  be  open  at 

5:30  p.m.  Banquet  cost  is  $2  per 
person,  and  reservations  are 
required  by  Feb.  13.  Childcare 
reservations  are  also  required  for 
birth-preschool  ages.  For  addi¬ 
tional  information  and  to  make 
reservations,  call  Rankin  Assoc¬ 
iation  at  (601)  939-2182  or 
Lorise  Creek,  associational  WML) 
director  at  (601 )  825-6821 . 


For  related  editorial,  please 
m  to  page  tivo  of  this  issue. 


Editor's  note:  In  honor  of  the 
centennial  of  the  Baptist 
Children's  Village,  the  state's 
Baptist  churches  are  asked  to 
pray^tUy  consider  supporting 
the  Vmttgefor  one  day  in  1997  — 
a  cost  of  $7,500.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  request  a  ple^e  card, 
contact  Chrystelle  Thames, 
Village  public  relations  director, 
at  mi)  922-2242. 


years  old,  and  my  brothers 
were  12  years  old. 

We  went  back  to  Pelahatchie, 
but  our  mother  decided  to 
leave  for  California. 

I  really  don't  remember  how 
long  we  were  by  ourselves.  I 
believe  it  was  about  diree  weeks 
before  our  Dad  showed  up. 

In  January  1961,  he  placed  us 
in  the  Baptist  Children's  Village 


R  Buckley,  former  minister,  dies 


Porter  Buckley,  86,  died  Jan.  waiting  to  have  their  cotton  Lawrence  County. 

4  and  was  buried  on  his  ances-  '  ginnecL  He  is  survived  by.  his  wife 

tral  farm  in  Goss  community.  He  was  called  to  the  gospel  Erma  McCraw  Buckley  of 

Buckley,  a  farmer  and  water  -  ministiy  in  1949  and  was  licensed  Columbia;  two  sons,  Sidney 
mill  operator,  began  his  preach-  and  ordained  by  his  home  Buckley,  New  Orleans,  and  Tun 
ing  ministry  at  the  Old  Newson  chur^  Goss  Church,  Columbia.  Buckley,  Columbia;  daughter 
lA^ter  Mill  on  Holiday  Creek  in  His  pastorates  included  Marion  Wilks  of  Columbia; 
Goss.  Holly  Springs  Church,  Shiloh  brother  Cody  Buckley  of 

He  would  stand  on  cotton  Church,  Pine-burr  Church,  Columbia;  two  sisters,  Irene 
bales  and  preach  to  the  farmers  Antioch  Church,  South  McDonald  and  Charlene  Nelson, 

Columbia  Church,  and  White  both  of  Columbia;  16  grandchil- 
Bluff  Church  in  Marion  County,  dren;  and  18  great-grandchildren. 

He  also  pastored  Crossroads  He  was  preceded  in  death  by 
Church,  Jefferson  Davis  daughter  rarbara  Taylor  and  a 
County;  Oloh  Church,  Lamar  second  daughter,  Doris 
County;  and  Bismarck  Church,  Ramshur,  died  }ea\.  6, 1997. 


/  rPISHSATEUTE  > 

AmovcVs  Top  50  ' 

+  30  CD’s  With  Disiiey.  TBN.  CBN 
$  1 99.95  -  $50  off  to  first  50  callers 
Only  .system  ttim  can  rechve  Sky  Angel 

(24  HH.  ChKLSTIAN  PiKXiRAMMINC) 


Cali  boulos  Markrtine 
1-800-943-9040 


April  18-19,  1997 
Calvary  BC,  Jackson 


INSPIRATIONAL  TRAVEL  1997 

Escorted  by  Rev.  )ohn  Adkerson  and  other  experienced  hosts. 

'Early  Bird  Discounts!'  Bonuses  to  hosts/hostesses. 

Tour  HL56  SPRINGTIME  IN  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Opt.  Extn.  to 
Egypt  and  London.  10  Days.  March  31. 

Tour  hI^  holy  LAND  PILGRIMAGE.  )une  9  (Opt.  extn.  to  Europe 
Switzerland,  Germany  (Rhine  Cruisel,  Austria,  France  and  Belgium.) 

Tour  EU31  BEST  OF  EUROPE.  8  Days.  Germany  (Rhine  Cruise) 

Switzerland,  Austria,  Belgium,  and  France.  June  15.  Jmtoi 

Tour  BI6  BRITISH  ISLES  AND  IRELAND.  14  Days.  Aug.  14. 

Tour  SW  Australia/New  Zealand.  1 6  Days.  Oct  1 3. 

Tour  HL58  HOLIDAYS  IN  THE  HOLY  LAND.  1 0  Days.  (opt.  extn. 

Egypt  and  London) 

Pastors:  Call  for  TOUR  HOST  information. 

Contact:  John  Adkerson,  P.O.  Box  451174,  Atlanta,  Ca.  31145 
(770)  414-1950  or  800/516-3318 


design  and  production  in  helping  to  bring  Mississippi  and  the 
world  to  Jesus. 

■■■One  award  will  be  given  for  VIDEO  (broadcast  or  non-broad¬ 
cast)  and  one  award  for  RADIO  in  each  category  in  each  division. 
One  award  only  for  Best  First  Time  Entry. 

1 .  BEST  PROGRAM 

A.  MISSIONS/EVANGELISM 

B.  CHURCH  MUSICALS 

C.  COMMUNITY  SERVICE  (i.e.,  human  interest,  sports,  and  others) 

2.  BEST  SPOT 

3.  BEST  FIRST  TIME  ENTRY 

Division  I 

People  using  VHS  Camcorders  or  other  consumer/industrial-grade 
equipment  in  production  as  well  as  volunteers  or  small  budget  projects. 

Division  n 

People  using  S-VHS,  3/4-inch  SP,  BetaCam  and  other  broad¬ 
cast  type  equipment.  Also  have  a  professional  in  charge  or  outside 
production  house.  (This  also  applies  to  radio  stations  or  other  profes¬ 
sional  sdund  produdions.) 

Entries  must  be  received  by  4:45  p.m.  on  February  24,  1 997. 

For  further  information  and  an  entry  form,  please  contact  the  office  of 
Broadcast  Services,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
P.O.  Box  530,  fackson,  MS  39205 
or  call  601/968-3800  in  Jackson,  or  toll  free  800/748-1651. 


Mississippi  College  invites  you  to  travel 
Greece  highlighting  the  journeys  of 
Paul.  Hosted  by  the  De^rtment  of 
Christian  Studies  and  Philosophy. 


February  6, 1997- 
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Conservatives  to  stay  in  BGCT  —  for  now 


the  convention's  presidency  decision  on  the  argvunent  that 
again  this  year.  the  conservative  group  is 

Scarborough,  pastor  of  First  "political"  in  nature.  Seaborn 
Church,  Pearland,  is  resting  and  Yarber  said, 
after  an  aggressive  campaign  They  insisted  the  group  is  a 
last  fall  and  nas  not  decided  if  missions  organization,  however, 
he  will  be  a  nominee  in- 1997,  noting  SET  has  supported  two 
said  SET  leader  Miles  Seaborn.  churcn  starts,  a  mission  project 
"We're  letting  tiie  dust  settle  in  Erazil,  senunary  students, 
after  a  monumental,  all-out  and  a  church  damaged  by  fire, 
effort,"  said  Seaborn,  pastor  of  While  churches  may  direct 
Eiix±muin  Qiiuch  in  Fort  Worth,  funds  to  either  the  SE'T  or  the 
Seaborn  and  Yarber  also  told  moderate  Texas  baptists 
the  group  that  the  state  conven-  Committee,  neither  qualifies  for 
tioms  admirustrative  commit-  the  "Cooperative  Program" 
tee  has  refused  to  include  designation,  said  EGCT  treasur- 
monies  designated  to  SET  in  er  Roger 

the  "Cooperative  Program"  The  administrative  commit- 
budget  —  the  state's  primary  tee  views  both  orgaruzadons  as 
misMons  account.  being  primarily  political  —  not 

The  committee  ba'sed  its  missionary  —  groups,  HaU  said. 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (AEP)  we  are"  for  now,  Yarber  said, 
—  Members  of  a  conservative  adding  there  could  be  a  "step- 
Eaptist  group  in  Texas  polled  ping  away"  from  the  state  con- 
about  forming  a  new  conven-  vention  in  the  future, 
tion  said  they  plan  to  st^  with-  Presently,  Southern  baptists 
in  the  E^tist  General  of  Texas  charge  the  moderate- 
Convention  of  Texas  (EGCT),  at  controlled  EGCT,  with  2.5  mil- 
least  through  the  state  conven-  lion  members,  is  seeking  to  dis- 
tion's  annual  meeting  this  fall.  tance  itself  from  the  16  million- 
After  last  fall's  meeting  of  member  Southern  baptist  Con- 
the  state  convention,  which  vention,'  which  is  currently  run 
was  dominated  by  moderates,  by  conservatives. 

350  members  of  Southern  Rather  than  severing  ties 
Eaptists  of  Texas  (SET)  were  and  forming  a  separate  state 
asked  if  thw  preferred  a  new  convention,  as  conservatives  in 
convention  for  conservatives  or  Virginia  did  last  fall,  the  Texas 
to  stay  aligned  with  the  EGCT.  group  hopes  to  bokter  its  influ- 
The  "overriding  response"  ence  in  the  state  by  electing 
to  the  poll  was  to  remain  ^a  conservatives  to  officer  posts, 
part  of  the  state  convention,  *  Last  year,  a  slate  of  candi- 
Konnie  Yarber,  the  group's  dates  backed  by  the  group  lost 
executive  director,  told  about  to  moderates. 

25  members  at  a  recent  meet-  It  is  uncertain  if  last  year's 
ing  in  Fort  Worth.  conservative  standard-bearer, 

"Our  intention  is  to  stay  as  Rick  Scarborough,  will  run  for 
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TLI  R  HZB  OMGL 


ZNLMU  GCLHV 


DLNVM  GCVIV  RH 


UIVZGVI 


KILKCVG  GCZM  YLCM 


GCV  JZKGRHG;  JOG 
CV  GCZG  RH  SVZHG 


RM  GCV  FRMUWLN 


Evangelists'  Profile 

(This  space  is  dedicated  to  Mississippi  men  and 
women  %vho  have  committed  themseives  to  vocationai 
evangelism.  Churches  are  encouraged  to  tahe  advan¬ 
tage  of  their  Udents  in  helfdng  to  reap  the  harvest 


LT  ULW  RH  UIVZGVI 


GCZM  CV. 


SOFV  HVEVM 


Blue  Mountain  hosts 

♦ 

GA/Acteen  activities 


GDVMGB-VRUCG 


I  lue:  B  (‘quals  Y 

Have  lun  with  cryptography  and 
cxvicise  Biltio  knowU'dge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bihle  verse  has 
Ix'f'n  eiK  ixhxi  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  pu//itC'Srdve  hjc 
trial  and  error.  Answer  hO  l-tt-t 
week's  pu/yle:  Malar  hi  Two  Ten 


Danny  Lanier 
UtUe  Rock,  Miss. 


retirement  and  currently  serves 
as  dorm  and  cafeteria  hostess  at 
Baptist-affiliated  Blue  Mountain 
College  in  Blue  "Mountain,  said 
Ivory  CoasL  Africa,  for  a  long  she  could  understand  the  child's 
time  believed  that  Missionary  confusion. 

Margaret  Fairbum  was  Jesus,  The  child,  known  as  "Baby 

Boy,"  always  got  to  ride  witn 
Fairbum  when  she  the 

village  where  the  parents 
She  knew  the  boy  never 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

MBCB  Communications  Director 


Yeara  ia  nfaiistiy:  20 
EdhKptiMK  Clarke  College,  Southern 
School  for  Bibiical  ^dies, 
Cca^^j^ 'Iheoio^c# 

Ytecca  aiaervkim  revh^^  a^nd  the 
linked  States  ; 


Meeting  Daily  Needs  of  Children 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village 


MISTAKEN  FOR  JESUS  — 
Retired  Missionary  Margaret 
Fairbum,  who  was  once 
thought  to-fje  Jesus  by  an  Ivory 
Coast  youngster,  chats  with 
GAs  and  their  leader.  From  left 
are  Candy  Cobb,  1 1 ;  Sheryl 
Hicl<erson;  Fairbum;  and  Niklcl 
Brasher,  7.  The  group  is  from 
Ackerman  Churcn,  Ackerman. 
(Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas) 


Needs  Child  Care  Workers  to  care  for  children 
(Singles  and  Couples) 


Our  rompanx  proiullv  rclain.x  Ihr 
name  of  our  founder.  L.L.  Sana,  u 
Southern  Baptist  pastor. 


*  For  Openings  on  our  Reedy  Acres  Campus, 
Water  Valley,  and  our  Farrow  Manor  Campus, 
Independence 


It  has  been  our 
privilege  to 
serve  Southern 
Baptists  since 
1898. 


Call  Ed  Nixon  at  601-233-2155 


For  Openings  on  our  India  Nunnery  Campus,  Jackson  and  our 
Dickerson  Place  Campus,  Brookhaven 


•  stained  glass  •  carpet  • 

•  pews  •  pulpit  ftimiture  • 

•  educational  furniture  • 

painting  •  more  than  290  complete 
CHURCH  RENOVA’nONS 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-(615)-371-6180 


No  Special  Training  Required-We  will  train 
Adequate  Salary 

Excellent  Medical/Retirement  Benefits 
Room  &  Board 


FREE  BROCHURES 

1-800-537-4723 

P.  O.  Bos  1430.  Wbco.  rx  76703 


Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 
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MENTORS  NEEDED 
Editor: 

The  Youth  Challenge 
Program  (YCP)  at  Camp 
Shelby,  Hattiesburg,  is  an 
opportunity  for  high  school 
dropouts  between  ages  16-18  to 
get  a  new  lease  on  life. 

Through  this  five-month 
program  the  teenagers  earn 
their  GED,  are  taught  self-disci¬ 
pline,  participate  in  community 
service  projects,  and  because  of 
the  grateful  consideration  of 
the  staff  and  leaders  of  YCP,  are 
given  the  choice  to  attend  reli- 

fious  worship  services  and 
ible  studies. 

The  average  attendance  is 
240  students  per  five  month 
session.  Obviously,  where  there 
are  that  many  teenagers  Satan 
is  on  the  prowl. 

Students  as  well  cis  staff  mem¬ 
bers  face  spiritual,  physical,  cmd 
emotional  battles  every  day. 

So  what  can  you  do  for  the 
students  who  attend  the  Youth 
Challenge  Progrcim? 

Christian  mentors  are  need¬ 
ed.  Responsibilities  include 
making  disciples  of  the 
Christian  students,  finding  stu¬ 
dents  a  church  in  which  to 
become  active,  loving  them, 
teaching  them  morals  and  good 
character,  and  spending  time 
with  them  each  week. 

Churches  need  to  become 
involved  in  teaching  Bible  stud¬ 
ies  and  volunteering  for  church 
services  at  Camp  Shelby  as  well 
as  discovering  tne  teens  in  your 
area  who  have  participated  in 
the  YCP  and  getting  them 
involved  in  your  church. 

The  cadets  and  staff  need 
your  daily  prayers  in  a  big  way. 
Can  you  commit  yourself  or 
your  church  to  praying  for  the 


All  types  of  Baptist  printing 
under  one  roof. 

♦  Letterheads  ♦  Brochures 
♦  Busines  Cards  ♦  Newsletters 
and  more  at  wholesale  prices! 

Call  todayior  more  information. 
V  (601)  355-5029  J 


To  become  involved  or  if  you 
have  any  questions,  contact 
Chris  Thomas,  2917  Oak  Grove 
Road,  Hattiesburg  MS  39402. 
Tel^hone:  (601)  264-9937. 

Cnris  Thomas 
Hattiesburg 


REMEMBER  WHEN... 

Editor: 

Did  you  ever  ride  in  a  wagon 
to  a  protracting  (revival)  meetmg, 
or^  walked  alcmg  a  trail  tiirou^ 
the  woods  every  night  for  a  two- 
week  meeting  to  hear  that  evan¬ 
gelist  fl\at  we  had  looked  for¬ 
ward  for  weeks  to  come  to  our  lit¬ 
tle  country  duirch? 

Do  you  remember  the  "amen 
comer"?  I  remember  seeing 
those  men  on  their  knees  dur¬ 
ing  the  invitation  as  someone 
played  the  old  pump  oigan  and 
they  sang  from  the  old  Sacred 
Harp  books.  No  one  stood  to 
pr^  in  those  days. 

The  night  I  was  saved,  which 
was  the  last  Friday  night  of 
September,  1925,  they  sang 
"Pass  Me  Not  Oh  Gentle 
Savior"  and  "Why  Do  You  Wait 
Dear  Brother?" 

Often  the  revival  would  be 
set  for  one  week,  but  things 
were  happening  and  there  was 
no  way  mat  those  of  that  day 
would  let  it  stop  when  they 
knew  the  Spirit  was  moving. 

Friends,  it's  protracting 
meeting  time.  Let's  stop  telling 
the  Spuit.  Let's  let  the  Spint 
speak  to  us  in  aiymusual  way. 

Are  you  hungry  for  that?  I  am. 

It  will  not  come  easy.  It  will 
take  prayer  —  a  lot  of  prayer 
from  a  lot  of  people. 

When  Solomon  finished 
praying,  the  house  was  so  full  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  that  there  was 
not  room  for  the  priest  to  enter. 

It  can  happen  here  in 
America.  There  is  no  other  way 
to  turn  America  around. 

History  has  recorded  some 
great  Awakenings.  It  is  past 
time  for  America  to  wake  up. 

Tom  Walden 

Jackson 


How  do  voii  iiisiu’c 

V 

sonietliing  that's  jiiiceless? 


ASK  A  SPECIALIST. 


Your  church  is  far  more  than  bricks  and  mortar.  It 
reprejents  the  priceless  commitment  and  sacrifice  of 
many  people,  ^urch  Mutual  understands  your  diurch's 
enduring  importance  in  the  lives  of  your  congregation. 
We’ve  specialized  in  insuring  chuidies  for  nearly 
1(X)  years.  for  a  free,  personal  evaluation  of  i 
your  insurance  needs.  Find  out  why  A 

more  churches  place  their  trust 
in  Church  Mutual 
In  Mississii^i,  caD  8()0-525-4359. 


CHURCH  MUTUAL  •  The  Specialist* 

0 1996  Church  Mutual  Imwvice  Coinpiny 
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PK  INCLUDES  EVERYONE 
Editor, 

Taking  into  consideration  all 
the  things  Mr.  Blanton  wrote  in 
his  (Jan.  16)  letter  to  the  editor,  I 
feel  a  need  to  ask:  What  are  the 
fundamentals  to  which  he  is 
referring? 

If  awone  knows  anything 
about  Promise  Keepers  (PK), 
they  know  the  PK  statement  of 
faith  is  the  fundamentals. 

As  for  the  mixing  of  reli¬ 
gions,  everyone  knows  religion 
IS  man-made.  If  a  man  from  a 
Mormon  or  Catholic  denomi¬ 
nation  comes  to  aiw  PK  event, 
he  either  leaves  a  Christian,  or 
with  the  seed  planted  to 
become  a  Christian,  or  he  goes 
back  to  ttie  life  he  was  living 
cmd  never  returns  to  another 
PK  event. 

If  the  i^ostles  had  believed 
they  could  not  preach  the 
Gospel  to  unbelievers,  there 
would  not  be  any  believers 
today.  The  Gospel  of  Christ 
would  have  died  at  Calvary 
along  with  Jesus. 

Before  Jesus  left  the  world, 
he  told  his  disciples  to  go  and 
preach  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature;  whoever  believes  and 
is  baptized  shall  be  saved;  and 
he  who  does  not  believe  is 
damned  (Mark  16:15-16). 

I  believe  it  is  our  responsibil- 
as  Christians  to  preach  the 
'Gospel  to  whoever  comes  to  a 
PK  event  and  not  leave  out  any¬ 
one. 

If  we  as  Christians  cannot 
reach  out  to  a  dying  world,  our 
Savior  is  dead  already.  I  for  one 
cannot  and  do  not  believe  he  is. 

James  Jones 

Kosciusko 

GET  VINEYARD  FACTS 


Editor: 

We  are  writing  regarding 
comments  made  oy  Bennett 
Blanton  of  Houston  in  the  Jan.  16 
issue  of  "The  Baptist  Record." 

Mr.  Blanton  stated  that  there 
were  some  serious  doctrinal 
errors  in  the  Vineyard  church¬ 
es.  We  think  it  is  wrong  to  make 
such  a  public  statement  with¬ 
out  backing  it  up  with  fact.  If 
pwple  do  not  have  access  to 
Vineyard  beliefs,  they  have  no 
way  to  judge  whether  what  you 
say  is  correct  or  not. 

We  have  members  of  our 
family  who  ar6  members  of  the 


association  of  Vineyard  church¬ 
es  and  we  have  read  their 
Statement  of  Faith  and  would 
like  to  know  what  part  of  it  you 
consider  to  be  in  error?  We 
think  you  owe  that  to  the  read¬ 
ers  of  "The  Baptist  Record." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lov  Cotham 

Tupelo 

BLESSED  BY  JONES 
Editor: 

I  write  today  to  say  that  I 
deeply  appreciate,  tnftt, 
admire,  respect,  and  love  Paul 
Jones,  executive  director  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission. 

I  have  found  him  to  be  a 
Christiali  in  feeling  toward  oth¬ 
ers  cmd  in  action. 

I,  have  observed  his  balance 
of  mercy  and  morals,  ethics  and 
evangelism,  compassion  cmd 
courage,  wi^om  and  humility, 
and  fairness  and  faithfulness  to 
the  cause  of  Christ. 

I  was  blessed  to  learn  that  he 
was  pro-life  before  Roe  v.  Wade, 
January  22, 1973. 

He  has  spoken  in  our  associ¬ 
ation  to  a  large  group  and  to  a 
small  group. 

I  am  so  thankful  that  we  are 
blessed  with  a  man  of  his  cal¬ 
iber  and  character. 

Although  no  one  is  perfect, 
and  flattery  helps  no  one,  in  my 
heart  and  from  my  observation 
of  this  Christian  brother  and 
servant  of  our  Lord,  I  wanted  to 
write  this  letter  of  affirmation 
concerning  our  own  Paul  Jones. 

Grady  Crowell 

Director  of  Missions 

Clarke  Association,  Quitman 


INFORMATION  SOUGHT 
Editor: 

The  members  of  First  Church, 
Piedmont,  Ala.,  have  been 
searching  for  biographical  infor¬ 
mation  and  photographs  on  pas¬ 
tors  who  served  at  First  Church, 
Piedmont.  The  pastors  are 
William  Edward  Fendley  (1921) 
and  J.  H.  Fuller  (1924-19^). 

If  any  reader  or  church  has 
information  of  these  men,  call 
(205)  447-6072  (Ben)  or  (205) 
447-9496  (Patricia)  or  write  to: 
Historical  Committee,  First 
Baptist  Church,  207  Rome 
Avenue,  Piedmont,  AL  36272. 

Benjamin  Ingram 

Piedmont,  Ala. 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Letters  to  the  editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer’s  request  and  editor's 
discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (While  church  membership  is 
not  required,  Mississippi  Baptists' 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supfilement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major 'Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for  Hospital  Room,  mtensive  Care, 

Surgery,  Ambulance.  C«U  tocby  §(v£MinfonnatiM|i|l|ri 

Many  Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable  —  p  If 
High  blood  pressure.  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc. 

(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50+)  ^ 

□  Medicare  Supplement  PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS 

^  1-800-463-4348 

Prescription  Savers  Plan;  Save  up  to  50%  - 

□  Medicare  Supplement  under  age  65 
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Names  in  the  News 


Lottie  Moon  Offerings 


Teny  ‘%e«d  dwrch,  enrichment  evtsto.  He  can  be 
|ac]aKHt,setagoalof$2,^0h}r  ccmtacted  at  (601)  392-2yK)8. 

Lottie  Moon  Chr^tmas  _ 

Offering.  Ihe  amount  received  ||||||||||||||||||^^ 

was  $2,^^.  Henry  |.  Bennett  is 

pastor. 

GAs  ol  Calvat]^  Clearch, 

Lawmtce  Asaociauon,  recoit- 

ly  held  an  Art  Sale  for  Lottie  I 

Moon  and  raised  $230  by  sell-  I 

ing  their  own  original  draw-  :  I 


West  Gulfport  Church,  Gulf  Moon  Offering  goal,  giv'ing  the 
Coast  Association,  surpassed  largest  offering  m  the  church's 
its  goal  for  1996  Lottie  Moon  history.  The  church  also  voted 
Offering.  The  goal  was  $500,  to  enter  into  a  building  pro- 
and  the  church  collected  $523.  gram.  The  plans  are  to  build  a 
Grady  ].  Ross  is  pastor.  sanctuary  to  seat  300.  The  pre¬ 

sent' sanctuary  will  be  convert 
Robinhood  Church,  ed  into  educational  space.  Don 

Brandon,  surpassed  its  Lottie  Nerren  is  pastor. 


ing  their  own  orii  -=^1^ 

ings,  and  ccsitributed  over  I 

four  lawns  bags  hill  of  adult  t  <  ^ 

and  childroi's  coats  to  the 

Lawrence  County  Outreach  V 

Ministry.  I 

Richard  |.  Shnmshire  has  ^  ^  Buitonl^ 

c^Tened  The  Barnabas  Center,  "  ^ 

1^.,  a  Chit^ian  counseling  ser-  Leoia  Burton  was  recently 

vice,  in  DTberviile.  He  comes  recognized  at  Hopewell 

outofabadkgn:Hindof20year5  Chunh,  Newton  Association, 

m  aJring  for . .  ' 


whidt  time  counseling  -v^as  an  as  churdh  treasurer  Burton  is 
important  emphasis,  pictured  receiving  a  plaque 

Sirqi^hire  is  available  ^  con-  and  certificate  ^m  her  sucoes* 
ferences,  revivals,  and  ntairiage  sor,  Thmmy  Htzgerald.  r 


First  through  third  grade  Sunday  School  class  of  Southside 
Church,  Greenville,  converted  their  pennies  into  $25  for  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  offering.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Fred  Marshall, 
chairman  of  deacons;  Annie  Beth  Mallard;  Alicia  Jones;  Alan  Burns; 
and  Kathleen  Tharp,  teacher.  Earl  Ezell  is  pastor. 


Clarke  College  Alumni  gave 
$2,315  to  Lottie  Moon.  W.  L. 
Compere  (pictured),  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  former  Clarke 
College  (CC),  lights  the  last 
bulb  of  the  Lottie  Moon  star 
which  hung  di  rng  the  month 
of  December  in  t  int  of  the  CC 
Alumni  Centei  ir.  Newton.  The 
goal  set  was  +650,  the  same  as 
the  first  Lottie  Moor,  goal  ever 
used  at  CG. 


Little  Bahi^  Ounrih,  Lfaicobi  Association,  recently  elected 
three  new  deacons,  fetry  Aides,  Bill  Dungan,  and  /UfinM  Smith. 
An  ordination  service  for  Abies  and  Dungan  was  hdd  on  Jan.  1 2. 
Smith  has  been  a  cteacon  for  37  years.  Talmadge  Smith,  director 
of  missions  for  LiiKtrfn  Association,  gave  the  ruination  semKm. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Talmadge  Smith,  Alfred  Smith,  Abies, 
Dungan,  and  Wayne  Gray,  pastor. 


Wellman  Church,  Lincoln  Association,  youth  (pictured)  collected 
pennies  for  the  Lottie  Moon  Offering  and  raised  over  $950.  "So  pen¬ 
nies  really  do  count,'  said  Jim  Everett,  pastor. 


CLASSIFIED  ADi 

RATE;  50  cents  per  wont,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  excefitan  contract  ogjaM^ng-  Include  name,  address,  idp  code,  ^  phone 
number  in  vwxd  count.  1^  blind  ads. 
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The  children  of  Crowder  Church,  Crowder,  made  Lottie  Moon 
banks  during  Sunday  School  on  Nov.  3.  They  returned  the  banks  on 
Victory  Day  for  Lottie  Moon,  Dec.  8.  The  children  collected  $7(X). 
Pictured,  row  1 ,'  are  Tyler  Bolen,  Austin  Brasel,  Dancy  Kate  Bailey, 
Randa  Elmore,  lenna  Elmore,  Jordan  Bailey;  row  2,  Kathleen  Snyder, 
David  McNutt,  Devin  Griffith,  Brooke  Bolen,  Kayla  Dancy,  Tiffany 
Wiggs,  Heather  Wiggs,  Mary  Jennifer  Meurrier;  row  3,  Nathan  Dancy, 
Ty  Austin,  Amanda  Bolen,  Jenny  Southerland,  and  Becky  McNutt. 


passenger  vans  for  private  and  church 
groups.  From  $59.95  per  day/  limited  free 
miW  7-  to  15-seat.  Occasionally  for  sale; 
quality  used  vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental, 
lackson  (601)  948-3391 .  Since  1%5. 
NEEDED:  CHURCH  SECRET  ARY.  Good  com¬ 
puter  skills  a  must  and  experience  helpful. 
Call  939-2975  for  information. 

AnENTION!  BI-VOCATIONAL  ministers  and 
muSK  directors:  Supplement  your  church  income. 
Earn  $500-$l,000  per  week  with  American 
Protective.  Leads  furnished,  no  overnight  travel  or 
cash  investment  —  We  train  you.  Call  1601)  582- 
9000  for  coofxlentialjnlefview. 

CF1  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used  Baptistries,  steeples, 
&  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1-800-8300583. 
FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OXFORD,  MISSISSIPPI  is 
receiving  resumes  for  the  position  of  Day  Care 
Director.  Please  mail  resumes  to  Weekday  Education 
Committee,  800  Van  Buten  Avenue,  Oxford,  MS 

38655  by  Friday,  Felxuaty  HI  997. _ 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  pul^iudicial 
robes,  paraments.  MURPHY  ROBEVMac's 
Robes.  Charles  McCiocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Statewide  1  -800-898-MACS. 

REtlREDf  PiANNINC  RETIREMENT? 
Insufficient  income?  Need  second  income?  Men, 

women.  For  rem^,  call  1j:8p0;7Q^237. _ ■ 

PART-TIME  MINISfER  OF  YOUTH.  If  interested  send 


resume  to:  New  Zion  Baptist  Church,  12011  New  Zkxi 
Rd,  Crysul  Spring,  MS  3W59.  Phone:601-892  1246. 
PAJtT-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC.  If  inter¬ 
ested  sersd  resume  to:  New  Zion  Baptist 
Church,  12011  New  Zion  Rd,  Crystal 
Spring,  Ntt  3W5l  Phone:  ^^89^1^^ 
CENTRAL  BAriin  CHURCH  of  Eureka,  Missouri 
is  prayerfully  accepting  resumes  until  March  1 5, 
1 997  for  a  dynamic,  full-time  YoutIVMusic  Minister 
to  serve  in  a  rapidly  growing  community.  Send 
resumes  to  Central  Baptist  Church,  POBox  66, 
Eureka,  MO  63025,  Attn.  Search  Committee. 
BAPnSTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR.  Porcelain  or 
fiberglass.  No  job  too  large  or  small.  Statewide 
service.  Mo  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub 
Repair,  1526  Gardner  Blvd.,  Columbus,  MS 

39702;  1-800-349-2882.  _  _ 

GROYWNS  CHURCH  SEEKS  FULL  TIME 
YOUTHADUCATION  MINISTER.  Send 
resume  to  Mt.  Zkxi  Baptist  Church,  1791 
Lake  Lown^  Road,  Columbus,  MS  39702. 
MINISTER  NKDED;  FULL  TIME  MUSIC/YOUtH 
MINISTBL  Serxl  rHume  to;  Mr.  Roy  Moore.  Woodlarxf  Park 
B^list  Church.  PO  BOX  847,  HAMMOND.  U  70404. 
PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  NKDED  by 
growing  church,  located  in  Central  Mississippi. 
Send  resume  to  East  Philadelphia  Baptist 
Church,  PO  Box  304,  Philadelphia,  MS  39350. 
TRINITY  BAimCTCHURCH  SOUTHAVEN,  Ml^ 


SISSIPPI,  a  suburb  of  Memphis,  TN,  is  seeking  a 
full-time  Minister  of  Assimilation  and  Evangelism. 
Send  resume  to  Dr.  )im  Butler,  Trinity  Baptist 
Church,  7200  Svyinnea,  Southaym,  MS  38671 . 
TRINITY  BAPtiCT  CHURCH,  SOUTHAVEN, 
MISSISSIPPI,  a  suburb  of  Memphis,  TN  is 
seeking  a  full-time  Preschool  Minister.  Send 
i¥3ume  to  Dr.  Jim  Butler,  Trinity  Baptist 
Church,  7200  Swinnea,  Southaven,  MS  38671 . 
WANTED:  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF 
MUSIC  AND  YOUTH.  First  Baptist 
Church  Collins,  MS  (601)  765-6279. 
SAiALL  LINY  COT^RECATION  searching  for 
full-time/bivocational  Pastor.  College  and  semi¬ 
nary  required.  Age  35  and  older  with  stnxig  Bible 
based  preaching,  outreach  background,  and 
administrative  skills.  Send  resume  to:  Trinity 
Baptist  Church,  (Attn:  Pastoral  Search  Comm.), 
n68  William  Floyd  Pkwy,  Shirley,  ILL  _ 
PEWS  FOR  SALE:  Call  Northcrest  Baptist  Church 
601-482-3498,  Meridian,  MS.  Leave  your  name 
and  phone  number  with  the  secretary.  _ 
CUSTOM  STAINED  CLASS  windos^^r  fw 
churches  and  homes.  Stained  Glassworks, 
Inc.  1-800-605-2970.  Columbus,  MS._ 
YOUTH  CROUPS  NODED  FOR  SUMMER 
MISSIONS:  For  Information,  cities,  dates,  costs 
call  1-800-299-0385,  Youth  on  Mission,  Box 
2095,  Rocky  Mount,  NC  27802. 


Tust  for  the  Record 


Staee  Changes 


West  Gulfport  Church,  Grdf  offering  of  $310  was  received,  under  the  new  plan,  Christian 
Coast  Association,  celebrated  its  Grady  J.  Rofe  is  the  pastor.  Growth  plar),  a  Diploma,  for 

Golden  Anmversary  on  Jan.  19.  completion  of  the  courses  of 

The  church  was  o^anized  in  Terry  Road  Church,  Jackson,  study,  and  General  Church 
1947  by  E.  S.  Flint.  Tne  church,  has  kept  up  to  date  training  Leadership  Simday  School, 
with  a  regular  attendance  of  15-  records  ana  emphasized  both 

20,  has  had  nine  pastors  in  50  study  courses  and  records.  The  Tylertown  Church, 

years  of  service.  Of  me  40  persons  church,  at  the  end  of  1996,  Tylertown,  offers  hope  through 
present  there  were  five  members  received  the  following  record  a  prayer  line.  Anyone  needing 
with  the  following  years  of  atten-  from  the  Sunday  School  Board,  prayer  Ccm  phone  (601)  876- 
dance;  one  at  48  years,  one  at  47  Nashville:  total  persons  in  CSC  HOPE  and  a  "prayer  warrior" 
years,  two  at  44  years,  and  one  at  file,  176;  persons  active  last  12  will  pray  with  you  and  for  you 
^  years.  A1  Mo^y,  former  pas-  months,  53;  course  credit  records  aft.  Tylertown  Church.  Mary 
tor,  delivered  the  morning  and  since  Oct.  1,  1995,  99;  diplomas  Nell  Alford  was  appointed  as 
afternoon  messages.  A  special  issued  sirK»  Oct.  1, 19%,  17;  and  prayer  coordinator.  Lake  Harbor  Church, 

Rankin  Association,  recently 
held  its  Coronation  for  GAs 
and  Mission  Friends.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Paul  Lester;  Joy 
Rachel,  director;  Amy  Soley; 

Baptists  and  the  Civil  War  and  Victoria  Soley.  James 
wUl  TO  the  theme  of  a  prenuere  Edwards  is  pastor, 
conference  hosted  oy  the 

Southern  B^tist  Historical  Pearl  River  Association 

Sod^  June  ^7  in  Richmond,  Deacon-Wives  Meeting  was 
Va.  The  meeting  offers  partici-  held  at  Lee  Conference  Center 
pants  tours  of  significant  Civil  on  Jan.  14.;  Twenty-two  church- 
War  collections  and  sites  as  well  es  were  represented,  consisting 
as  a  look  at  the  theological  and  of  215  deacons  and  wives  and 
social  inmact  of  the  Civil  War  pastors  and  wives.  Matt 
^  m  on  the  Baptist  denomination.  Buckles,  consultant.  Pastoral 

^  Persons  interested  in  receiving  Ministries,  Mississippi  Baptist 

registration  forms  or  needing  Convention  Board,  was  the  fea- 
more  information  should  call  tured  speaker.  Ken  Rhodes  is 
800-966-BAPT  (2278).  director  of  missions. 

Highland  Church,  Crystal  Springs,  recently  held  a  Mission 
Friends  Recognition  Service.  Pictured  (from  left,  back  row)  are  Justin 
McManus,  Neil  Whittington,  Cassie  Kees,  Jennifer  Turner,  Lyndsey 
Rials,  Lauren  Thornton;  (front  row)  Dustin  Whittington,  Nicholas 
Whittington,  Deanna  Lee,  Kyle  McGee,  and  Megan  Wade. 


GAs  and  Mission  Friends 


Steele  Church,  Forest,  will 
host  The  Southern  Plainsmerl  of 
Hombeck,  La.,  Feb.  8,  at  7  p.m. 


Highland  Church,  Crystal 
Springs,  recently  held  an 
Acteen  Recognition  Service. 
Pictured  (from  left,  back  row) 
are'  Maria  Turner  and  Sharon 
Sims;  (center  row)  Jessica 
Greer  and  Misty  McManus; 
(front  row)  Crystal  Brewer  and 
Kasey  Nations. 


Va.  Fant  is  a  graduate  of 
William  Carey  College  and 
New  Orleans  ^minary.  He  is 
engaged  in  a  full-time  ministry 
of  Bible  conferences  and 
revivals.  Fant  may  be  contacted 
at  P.  O.  Box  7414,  Hampton,  VA 
23666  or  call  (757)  851-5013. 

First  Church,  Crystal 
Springs,  honored  its  pastor,  Joel 
E.  Haire,  and  his  wife  Mary, 
Sunday,  Jan.  19,  with  a  recep¬ 
tion.  He  retired  from  the  pas¬ 
torate  after  serving  First  Church 
for  16  years.  They  will  continue 
to  make  their  home  in  Crystal 
Springs.  Other  pastorates  nave 


Michael  McVay  has  accept¬ 
ed  the  position  of  minister  of 
education  at  First  Church,  Ft. 
Walton  Beach,  Fla.,  effective 
Jan.  5.  He  previously  served 
First  Church,  Pontotoc.  Other 
churches  served  in  Mississippi 
were  Midw^,  Meridian; 
Green's  Creek,  Petal;  and  Lexie, 
Tylertown. 


The  Winters  School  of  program  is  designed  to  offer 
Music  at  William  Carey  teasers  of  giftM  children  a 
College  will  hold  auditions  for  resource  where  they  can  learn 
1997-98  scholarship  positions  a  variety  of  teaching  tech- 
Feb.  8  from  1-4  p.m.  in  Thomas  niques  and  obtain  information 
Fine  Arts  Center.  Prospective  from  their  peers.  This  program 
students  are  encouraged  to  is  partially  "funded  by  the 
audition  for  scholarships  in  Hattiesburg  Zoo,  which 
voice,  instrumental  music,  became  involved  after  the  suc- 
piano,  organ,  and  guitar.  For  cess  of  last  year's  exchange, 
more  information,  call  Milfred  For  more  information,  call 
Valentine  at  (601)  582-6175.  (601)  582-6191  or  582-6205. 

Ninety-six  area  students  The  City  of  Hattiesbui^ 
recently  took  part  in  the  Concert  Band  will  perform 
Creativity  Write-Down  March  2, 3  p.m.,  in  the  Saar^r 

Workshop  hosted  by  the  Tteatre,  Hattiesburg.  The  band 
William  Caiw  College  Center  is  xmder  ffie  direction  of  David 
for  Creative  ddwiars  (CCS)  an  Young,  professor  of  mtstc  and 
the  Hattiesburg  campus.  "This  director  of  the  instrumental 
program  gives  2rKf  through  program  at  William  Carey 
12tit  grade  stucfehts  a  chance  to  Coll^. 
samj:^  a  smoqjjrtwid  of  exper 
riences  in  art,  and  litera-  WUliaBt  Car^ 
tuie,  giving  ffwsn  at  tame  for  the  Speech  and  Debmif  mem 

*  in  tl^  (F^^rsks)  compefod  ^ 
f  Abel,  McMeese/Southwewern 
of  CCS.  Lcnolsiana  Swii^  C<igii^ii|j|pn 
atkm,  a  in  Ljdie  Chaiiea  foownpiw 
1  in  July,  Cmaedcr  team,  und^ '#e 
ice,evaj-  dbsaction  of  Tom  Iliiitep, 
pp  titeir  plMed  first  at*  the  MMipfo 
k  poetry,  tcmmaihcnt  in  ff«e  ‘ifeirpll 


Firs 

Church, 

has 

announced 
the  retirement 
Margaret 
Burrell, 
church  secre- 
tary 

J  fears,  effective 

Burrell 

served  under 
five  pastors. 

A  reception  was  held  in  her 
honor  on  Feb.  2. 


Morffomi  Heights, 
Clinton:  Ftb.  9-12;  Bulging 
SuccMsful  R^tiemmups; 
Sunday,  6  p.m.;  14cm.-W(M.* 
12  noon  luncheon  and  7 
p.m.;  Charles  Lowery, 
Albuqwmjue,  NJM.,  speaker. 


summer,  sa* 
administrative 
The  Oeativi^ 
wedchsigprai 
aUowsstuhlenii 


Feb.^Mash  2i^  ad  Sat., 
7  p.m.;  ,&indag  1(h30  am.; 
Cyde  Little,  My  tociiigs, 
evangelist;  639y  Cra^, 
Houston,  Tmeas.,  music; 
Danny  Bullcxrk,  pestor. 
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Family  Bible  Series 

Be  a  faithful  witness 


Acts  6:8-11;  7:1-60 
By  Mary  Ellen  Powell _ _ 


Stephen  was  a  person  fully 
devoted  to  God.  Such  devotion 
yielded  obvious  fruit  and 
received  violent  opposition. 

Active  Faith  (Acts  6:  8-10). 
Stephen  was  full  of  God's  grace 
and  power.  This  brought  ^out 
obvious  fruit  in  his  life.  In  the 
face  of  opposition,  his  fullness 
of  God's  grace,  and  power 
showed  as  he  answered  his  crit¬ 
ics  with  wisdom  and  fullness  of 
the  Spirit.  They  saw  by  his 
actions  and  words  what  was  in 
his  heart.  We  should  be  chal¬ 
lenged  to  examine  what  our 
actions  and  words  s^  about 
our  relationship  with  Christ. 

From  Stephen's  ministry  we 


can  also  learn  that 
devotion  to  God  often 
brings  opposition.  In 
John  17:14,  Jesus  said,  Powell 
"I  have  given  them 
Your  word  and  the  world  has 
hated  them,  for  they  are  not  of 
the  world  any  more  than  I  am  of 
the  world."  The  believer  living 
for  Christ  is  opposed  by  the 
world  because  he  is  not  part  of 
it.  Not  only  is  the  believer  not 
part  of  the  world,  he  lives  in 
opposition  to  it.  In  John  15  Jesus 
tells  us  we  do  not  belong  to  the 
world,  and  in  John  16  He  says 
we  can  expect  troubles.  If  Christ 
himself,  being  God,  experience 
opposition,  we,  as  His  people, 
can  expect  the  same. 

Dangerous  Opposition 


(6:11-15).  Stephen  lived 
so  above  reproach  that 
the  Jewish  leaders  had 
to  "trump  up"  charges 
to  find  fault  with  him. 
Their  lies  enraged  the 
people  and  Stephen  was 
Drought  before  the 
Sanhedrin — in  fact, 

before  Caiaphas,  the 
high  priest,  just  as  Jesus 
had  been.  It  is  interest¬ 
ing  that  Stephen  did  not  argue 
down  their  bogus  witnesses  or 
their  charges — that  was  not  his 
job.  His  j^  was  to  wait  on  God 
to  give  him  the  opportunity  to 
speak.  Often,  we  attempt  to 
win  the  battles  before  God 
leads  the  charge,  but  not 
Stephen.  Even  in  his  silence, 
God  spoke  loud  and  clear. 
When  tney  looked  at  him  "they 
saw  that  nis  face  was  like  the 
face  of  an  angel."  I  don't  know 
about  you,  but  adversity  never 
brings  people  to  angelic  conclu¬ 
sions  about  my  character.  This 
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verse,  however,  clearly  shows 
that  it  is  obvious,  even  in 
silence,  when  a  life  is  fully 
devoted  to  God. 

Bold  Witness  (7:1-53).  We 
can  not  fully  discuss  the  longest 
sermon  in  Acts  in  just  a  few 
words,  but  we  can  see  that 
Stephen's  words  are  from  God. 
Stephen  gave  a  brutally  honest 
overview  of  Jewish  history  amd 
the  unfaithfulness  of  the  peo- 
ile.  There  was  no  doubt  in 
tepben's  mind  as  he  preached 
this  sermon  that  it  would  lead 
to  his  death,  but  he  did  not  fal¬ 
ter.  A  sign  of  a  fully  devoted 
life  is  one  that  follows  God 
regardless  of  the  cost. 

victorious  Rejection  (7:54- 
58).  Stephen  was  full  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  as  he  paid  the  ulti¬ 
mate  price  for  his  devotion  to 
God  and  as  he  received  the  ulti¬ 
mate  reward.  We  see  that 
though  Stephen  was  hated  by 
the  world,  ne  was  honored  by 
God  when  he  saw  God's  glory 


and  Jesus  standing  at  the  right 
hand  of  the  Father — what  a 
reward!  Stephen's  life  showed 
that  one  devoted  fully  to  God 
receives  great  reward  from  the 
Father,  out  will  encounter 
opposition  from  the  world. 

Forgiving  Spirit  (7:59-60). 
Stephen's  story  could  have 
enaed  there,  but  it  does  not.  As 
he  was  dying,  Stephen,  like 
Christ,  called  out  for  the  forgive¬ 
ness  of  his  murderers.  Even  in 
death,  Stephen  showed  us  that  a 
life  fiUly  devoted  to  (Sod  is  char¬ 
acterize  by  attitudes  and  actions 
of  God;  these  attitudes  and 
actions  touch  the  lives  of  others. 

Let  us  all  strive  to  be  people 
who  are  fully  devoted  to  (Sod 
and,  thus,  people  who  are  full 
of  power,  grace,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit.  And,  like  Stephen,  let  us 
strive  to  bear  obvious  fruit  for 
Christ  and  touch  the  livjgs  of 
those  around  us. 

Powell  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 


Life  and  Work 


Forgive! 

Matthew  18:21-35 


By  Thad  Moore 


Most  of  us  would  probably 
prefer  revenge  over  forgive¬ 
ness.  We  would  rather  get  even 
than  offer  mercy  to  those  who 
have  wronged  us.  The  world 
has  a  poplar  saying,  "Don't  get 
mad,  get  even.’'  Jesus  reverses 
the  worlds  view  and  teaches  us 
to  forgive. 

Are  there  limits  to  forgive^ 
ness:  (21-22).  In  verse  twenty- 
one  Peter  asks  an  insightful 
question.  How  many  times  am  I 
to  forgive?  Peter  thinks  up  to 
seven  times  would  be  sufficient. 
Jesus  responds  by  saying  we  are 
to  foigive  up  to  seventy  times 
seven  if  necessary. 

Jesus  is  not  limiting  the  num¬ 
ber  of  times  we  should  forgive. 
Rather  he  uses  exaggeration  to 


Moore 


make  a  point.  Seven 
is  the  number  of 
completion  in  the 
Bible.  Therefore 
seven  times  sevmty 
is  an  unlimited  num¬ 
ber  of  times  we  should  forgive  a 
person  who  genuinely  rq»ents. 

Jesus  is  teaching  Peter  and 
us  not  to  keq?  track  of  the  times 
we  forgive.  Love  does  no6keep 
an  account  of  wrongs. 
Christians  are  to 'replace  retri¬ 
bution  with  the  unlimited  for¬ 
giveness  of  Christ.  We  forgive 
as  many  times  as  a  person  asks 
for  it,  if  they  turn  from  their 
wickedness. 

Everyone  likes  to  be  forgiv¬ 
en:  (23-27).  In  verse  twenty 
three  Jesus  says  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  like  the  parable  he 
uses.  The  parable  Jesus  uses 


tells  about  a  king  who  is 
owed  a’  large  sum  of 
money  by  a  servant.  The 
servant  is  unable  to  pay. 
He  falls  on  his  knees  and 
begs  for  pity.  Theking  has 
pity  on  him  and  cancels 
dte  debt.  I  am  certain  the 
servant  felt  an  enormous 
sense  of  relief. 

!  In  God's  kmgdom  we 
are  to  offer  forgiveness. 
The  world  may  offer  revenge, 
but  we  offer  mercy.  Believers 
exchange  forgiveness'  for 
wrong  deeds  rane  to  them. 
Jesus  never  smd  it  was  easy,  yet 
if  we  are  in  his  kingdom,  we  are 
to  forgive. 

Most  of  us  enjoy  being  for¬ 
given.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we 
CTave  forgiveness.  'There  are 
few  feelings  better  than  that  of 
enjoying  forgiveness.  If  we 
have  received  mercy,  God 
expects  us  to  be  merciful. 

Not  everyone  is  Forgiving: 
(28-30).  The  second  scene  of  the 
arable  unfolds.  The  servant 
inds  a  fellow  servant  who 
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owes  him.  Unfortunately,  he  is 
not  willing  to  forgive  die  debt. 
Instead,  he  is  harsh  and  cruel. 
You  vrould  think  he  would 
treat  others  with  kindness, 
since  he  had  received  mercy. 

The  first  servant's  actions  are 
despicable.  In  light  of  the  dis¬ 
parity  of  tile  d«?t  he  should 
nave  been  more  lenient.  Even 
though  the  second  servant 
plea£  for  mercy  none  is  given. 

We  can  learn  from  tiie  ser¬ 
vant's  sin.  Since  we  are  forgiv¬ 
en,  we  ate  to  forgive.  We  stand 
in  ration  to  God  as  a  debtor. 
God  chooses  to  foigive  us.  liis 
forgiveness  becomes  our  basis 
for  hope.  It  expresses  itself  in 
our  wulingness  to  foigive,  oth¬ 
ers.  After  all,  our  bromer's  sin 
against  us  is  paltry  when  com¬ 
pared  to  our  sin  against  God. 

What  are  the  consequences 
of  not  forgiving:  (31-35).  The 
king  finds  out  about  the  first 
servant's  harshness.  He  brings 
the  servant  in  and  has  him  tor¬ 
tured.  There  are  always 
extreme  consequences  to  an 


unforgiving  spirit.  In  the  ser¬ 
vant's  case  me  consequences 
were  torture  and  estrangement 
from  his  master.  In  our  case  the 
consequences  may  be  bitter¬ 
ness,  lonetiaess,  or  lack  of  posi¬ 
tive  relationships  with  omers. 
According  to  Jesus  in  verse 
thirty-five  if  we  do  not  forgive 
others,  God  will  not  foigive  us. 

God  is  full  of  compasMon 
and  mercy  for  all.  'Thererore,  he 
does  not  accept  anyone  who 
will  not  share  his  grrux.  An 
unforgiving  j^>irit  is  a  sure  sign 
that  an  individual  does  not 
know  what  it  means  to  be  for¬ 
given  by  God. 

Two  faithful  church  mein- 
bers  were  at  odds  with  each 
other.  'They  parted  ways. 
Finally  one  wrote  to  his  ftiend 
and  asked  forgiveness  for  any 
wrong  doing.  His  wise  friend 
responded  with  these  words: 
forgiven,  forgotten,  forever. 
May  that  be  our  treatment  of 
others. 

Moore  is  pastor,  First  Church, 
Holly  Springs. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Living  for  the  King 

Matthew  22-23 

By  Mark  Long  and  Jesus'  i 
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Honor  Roll  of  Churches 


Each  January  we  evaluate  the  cash  gifts  received  in  Village  ofHces  during  the  pre' 
vious  12  months.  In  this  evaluation  it  has  become  customary  to  list  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches  in  descending  order  of  designated  cash  gifts.  This  does  not 
include  no-cash  gift  items  that  many  churches  contribute.  This  evaluation  and 
analysis  has  become  known  as  the  “Honor  Roll  of  Churches.” 


Ronny  E.  Robinson.  Executive  Director 
PO.  Box  27. 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 


1453.96 
1445.00 
1445.00 
1443.75 
1441.00 
1440.20 
1437.00 

1431.96 

1429.94 
1426.50 
1411.62 
1408.15 

1404.94 
1404.00 
1400.00 
1398.33 
1397.00 

1393.42 
1389.37 
1388.00 
1380.91 

1375.42 
137500 
1374.19 
1371.26 
1370.00 
1369.07 
1366.55 
1362.66 
1340.00 
1335.00 
1334  00 
1327.00 
1314.49 
1314.31 
1300.00 
1291.68 
1285.40 
1270.00 
1268.00 
1266.25 
1263.13 
1260.81 
1258  00 
1257  00 
1253.00 
1250.00 
1250.00 
1242.80 

1235.92 
1234.83 
1218.00 

1209.92 
1200.00 
1200.00 
1200.00 
1200.00 
1190.00 
1187  00 
1180.09 
1172.00 
1168.70 
1166.07 
1157.56 
1153.28 
1152.08 
1 1.50.00 
11.50.00 
11.50.00 

1149.93 
11.38.51 
1136.16 
11.34  00 
11.34.00 
1125  00 
1125.00 
1108  00 
1100.00 
1100.00 
1 100.00 
IKXl.OO 
1088.91 
1087  9.3 
1081.66 

1075.99 
1062.00 
1059.42 
1059.10 
1056  86 
1050.00 
1050.00 

1048.68 
1047.00 
1042.85 

1041.68 
1032.50 
1031.00 
1030.64 
1030.31 
1030.31 
1027.26 
1027.00 

1022.99 
1022.60 
101676 
101.3.87. 
lOIOOl 
100200 
1000.08 
1000.00 
1000.00 
100000 
1000.00 


Pleasant  Valle>  Baptist  Church.  Mendenhall 

Union  Baptist  Church.  Corinth 

Old  Pearl  Valley  Baptist  Church.  Philadelphia 

Union  Baptist  Church.  Meridian 

Moak's  Creek  Baptist  Church.  Summit 

Prentiss  Baptist  Church.  Prentiss 

Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

New  Bethel  Baptist  Omrcti:  Carrollton 

Bethel  Baptist  Church.  Poplarville 

First  Baptist  Church.  Eudm.  Hernando 

Westwo^  Baptist  Church.  Meridian 

New  Prospect  Baptist  Chirnrh.  luka 

First  Baptist  Church.  Biloxi 

West  Baptist  Church.  West 

Taylor  Baptist  Church.  Taylor 

Pine  Grove  Baptist  Church.  Picayune 

Flora  Baptist  Church.  Flora 

Rocky  Point  Baptist  Church.  Carthage 

Ram^  Baptist  Church.  Me  Call  Creek 

Union  Baptist  Church.  Nettleton 

Lawrence  Baptist  Honduras  Mission.  Monticello 

Macedonia  Baptist  Church.  Brookhaven 

Beacon  Street  Baptist  Church.  Philadelphia 

Branch  Baptist  Church.  Morton 

Shifalo  Memorial  Baptist  Church.  Kiln 

Oak  Hill  Baptist  Church.  Boooeville 

Bucatunna  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 

Wellman  Bap^  Church.  Bogue  Chino 

Williamsburg  Baptist  Church.  Collins 

Monticello  Baptist  Church,  Monticello 

LefkNe  Baptist  Church.  Holcomb 

Horseshoe  Baptist  Church.  Tchula 

First  Baptist  Churdi.  Rolling  Fork 

Davis  Road  Baptist  Church.  Terry 

Christ  Baptist  Church.  Greenwood 

Tuscola  Baptist  Church.  Lena 

OaUand  Heists  Baptist  Church.  Meridian 

Heuck's  Retreat  Baptist  Church.  Brookhaven 

Bethel  Baptist  Church.  Liberty 

Broadway  Baptist  Church.  Olive  Branch 

Grace  Memorial  Bl^Mist  Church,  Tupelo 

First  Baptist  Church.  Verona 

Friendship  Baptist  Church.  Sturgis 

Beulah  Baptist  Church,  Myrtle 

Crenshaw  Baptist  Church.  Crenshaw 

First  Baptist  Church.  Purvis 

First  Baptist  Church.  Senatobia 

Evergreen  Baptist  Church,  Louisville 

Gooden  Lake  Baptist  Church,  Beizoni 

Four  Mile  Crack  Baptist  Churchr  E.scaiawpa 

First  Baptist  Church.  Mathiston 

Immanuel  Baptist  Church.  Greenwood 

Arkabutla  Baptist  Church.  Arkabuila 

GnfTith  Memorial  Baptist  Church.  Jackson 

First  Baptist  Church.  Steeas 

Mount  Zion  Baptist  Church.  Florence 

luka  Baptist  Church.luka 

Tuscumbia  BapiLsi  Church.  Booneviile 

Ea.M  Pleasant  Grove  Baptist  Church.  Quitman 

Scooba  Baptist  Church.  Scooba 

North  Columbia  Baptist  Church.  Columbia 

First  Baptist  Church.  Leakesville  m 

Vardaman  Baptist  Church.  De  Kalb  ^ 

HiidUe  Baptist  Church.  Rienzi 

CaJvwy  Baptist  Church.  Belmont 

Bethany  BaptlM  Church.  Meridian 

Wynndak  Baptust  Church.  Terry 

Sallis  Baptist  Church.  Sallis 

Hillcresi  Baptist  Church.  New  Albany 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church.  Madison 

Dublin  Baptist  CiMirch.  Carson 

Zion  Hill  Baptist  Church.  Guniown 

First  Baptist  Church.  Long  Beach 

Ea.>tend  Baptist  Church.  Columbus 

Salem  Baptist  Church.  Raymond 

Midway  BanfTst  Cbua'h.  Vardaman 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church.  Sutnrall 

Mount  VerM  Baptist  Church.  Tupelo 

Lone  Oak  Bi^isi  Church,  Glen 

Knights  Valley  Baptist  Church.  Wivsburg 

Edgeworth  Baptist  Chunrh.  Eupora 

Pineville  Baptist  Church.  Golden 

Union  Baptist  Church.  Picayune 

Airport  Baptist  Church.  Grenada 

Northside  Baptist  Church.  Lucedak 

Calvary  Baptist  Church.  Belzoni 

Mount  Vernon  Baptist  Church.  Meridian 

Oakvak  Baptist  Oiurch.  Oak  Vak 

Sakm  Baptist  Church.  Rakigh 

Bekkn  Baptist  Church.  Bekkn 

New  Hope  Baptist  Clwrch.  Meridian 

New  Home  Baptist  Church.  Taylorsvilk 

Parkview  Baptist  Church,  Creenvilk 

First  Baptist  Church.  Okokma 

Pine  Grwe  Baptist  Church.  Quitman 

Whiiesand  Baptist  Church.  Prentiss 

County  Line  Baptist  Church.  Carthage 

Calvary  Baptist  Chuivh.  Silver  Creek 

Cumb^and  Baptist  Church.  Mahen 

First  Baptist  Church.  Camon 

Mount  Horeb  Baptist  Church.  CoHins 

Fredonta  Baptist  Church,  New  Albany 

Cormth  Baptist  Church.  Heidelberg 

Leaf  River  Baptist  Church.  Forest 

Liberty  Baptist  Church.  Toomsuha 

Hudsnn-Krohn  Rood  Baptist  Church.  Biloxi 

Mount  Zion  Baptist  Church.  Meridian 

Connth  Baptist  Church.  Carthage 

Slayden  Baptist  Church.  Lamar 

Joney  Chapel  Bapi  Chmvh.  Nettkton 

Buchanan  Baptist  Oiurch.  Ponicaoc 

Mount  Pleasant  Baptist  Church.  West 

Cnurtland  Baptist  Church.  Coonland 
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Indian  Springs  Baptist  Church.  Laurel 
Topeka  Baptist  Church.  Jayess 
Bethkhem  Baptist  Church.  Ptnola 
First  Baptist  Chuit^  Itta  Bena 
Shiloh  Baptist  Church.  Port  Gibson 
ProvKknee,  Hattiesburg 
Edna  Bapclsi  Church.  Columbia 
Northminster  Baptist  Chuich.  Jackson 
Dockery  Baptist  Church.  Ckveland 
Jericho  Baptist  Church.  Baldwyn 
D’Lo  Baptist  Church.D  Lo 
Woodland  Hilts  Baptist  Church,  JacLson 
Noxapaier  Baptist  Church.  Noxapaier 
First  Baptist  Church.  Bay  St  Louis 
Anchor  Baptist  Church,  Wiuer  Valky 
Mount  Nebo  Baptist  Church.  CoUinsvilk 
New  Hope  Baptist  Church.  Monticello 
Ephesus  Baptist  Church.  Aifrst 
Center  Hill  Baptist  Church.  Ecru 
First  Baptist  Church,  Abbevilk 
Plainway  Baptist  Chuich.  Laurel 
Aha  Woods  B^ist  Church.  Jackson 
Valky  Grove  Baptist  Church.  Tupelo 
Barton  Baptist  Church.  Lucedak 
Thrasher  Baptist  Church.  Boonevilk 
Chunky  Baptist  Church.  Chunky 
New  Harmony  Baptist  Church.  Blue  Springs 
Tykrtown  Baptist  Church.  Tyiertovm 
Pifielake  Baptist  Church.  Maidison 
Grace  Memorial  Baptist  Church.  Gul^mrt 
Beulah  Baptist  Church.  Inverness 
First  Baptist  Church.  Grenada 
North  Btuesvilk  Bapdst  Church.  Baiesv.iic 
Zion  Hill  Baptist  Church.  Wes.son 
Pkasani  Ridge  Baptist  Church.  Dumas 
Stanton  Baptist  Church.  Natchez 
Bethlehem  Baptist  Church.  Walnut 
Trinity  Baptist  Cburch-Southaven.  Southaven 
First  Baptist  Church.  Florence 
Sturgis  Baptist  Church.  Sturgis 
Beulah  Baptist  Church.  Decatur 
Macedonia  Baptist  Church.  Tupelo 
Eastside  Baptist  Church.  Pearl 
First  Baptist  Church.  Gkndak.  Hattiesburg 
Hurky  Baptist  Church,  Hurky 
Mantee  Baptist  Church.  Mamee 
Calvtfy  Bi^ist  Church.  Tupelo 
Emmamiel  Baptist  Church.  Greenvilk 
Friendship  Baptist  Church.  Me  Comb 
First  Baptist  Church.  Magee 
FoxworUi  Baptist  Chuich,  Foxworth 
Calvary  Baptist  Church.  West  Point 
Madden  Baptist  Church.  Madden 
Phaltj  Baptist  Church.  Prentiss 
Roselaod  Park  Baptist  Church.  Picayune 
Derma  Baptist  Church.  Derma 
Union  Baptist  Church.  Beaumont 
Gum  Grove  Baptist  Church.  Brookhaven 
Pearson  Baptist  Church.  Pearl 
West  Kemper  Baptist  Church.  De  Kalb 
First  Baptist  Chimh.  Calhoun  City 
First  Baptist  Church.  Natchez 
Shuqualafc  Baptist  Church.  Shuqualak 
First  Baptist  Church.  Saltillo 
Mount  Vernon  Baptist  Church.  Eupora 
Rock  Hill  Baptist  Church.  Brandon 
Gallman  Baptist  Church.  Gallman 
Morgan  Chapel  Baptist  Church.  Sturgis 
Mount  Horeb  Baptist  Church.  Meridian 
Cieorgeiown  Baptist  Church.  Georgetown 
First  Baptist  Ch^h.  Tupelo 
Midway  Baptist  Church.  Jackson 
Hamsbutg  Baptist  Church.  Tupelo 
Hathom  Baptist  Church.  Columbia 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church.  Liberty 
Fellowship  Baptist  Church.  Eliisvilk 
Calvary  Baptist  Church.  Bogue  Chino 
Second  Baptist  Church.  Indianola 
First  Baptist  Church.  Carthage 
Fellowship  Baptist  Church.  Ripk> 

First  Baptist  Church.  Pascagoula 

Dorsey  Baptist  Church.  Mantachie 

First  Baptist  Church.  Fuhon 

Mount  Zion  Baptist  Church.  Taylon.ilk 

First  Baptist  Church.  Laurel 

First  Baptist  Church.  Ocean  Springs 

Leak  B^si  Church.  Tykrtow.. 

Crane  Cn^  Baptist  Church.  Perkinston 
Second  Baptist  Church.  Greenvilk 
First  Bdkview  Baptist  Church.  Shelby 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church.  Bassfield 
DeSoto  Baptist  Church.  Shubuta 
Unity  Bapdst  Church.  pKayune 
First  Baptist  Church.  Bruce 
Clarke  Venabk  Baptist  Cbufch.  Decatur 
Central  Baptist  Church.  Brookhaven 
Success  Baptist  Church.  Saucier 
1'nnity  Baptist  Church.  Fulton 
First  Baptist  Church.  Iceland 
Oak  Dak  Baptist  Church.  Pontotoc 
Harmony  Baptist  Church.  Lnuisvilk 
Friendship  Bjgnisl  (Tiurch.  Brookhaven 
First  Baptist  Chitfch.  Runnehtown.  Petal 
Magee's  Creek  Baptist  Church.  Jayess 
Grays  Creek  Baptist  Church.  Hernando 
Easihaven  Baptist  Church.  Bmokhaven 
First  BaptLst  CTnifch.  Coffcevilk 
Harmony  Baptist  Church.  Walnut 
Pleasant  Hill  Baptist  Church.  Quitman 
First  Baptist  Church.  Ckveland 
Bethel  Baptist  Church.  Etta. 

Parkway  Baptist  Owrch.Tupelo 
Berea  Baptist  Chua'h.  Me  Cool 
First  Baptist  Church.  Nettkton 
Corinth  Baptist  Church.  Magee 
Riverside  Baptist  Church.  Paacagoula 


RANK  CHURCH  NAME,  CITY 


First  Baptist  Church,  McComb 
Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church.  Oinion 
Reeling  Creek  B^Xisl  Church.  Quitman 
Russell  Bapdst  Church.  Meridian 
Hilktesi  Bapdst  Church.  Jackson 
First  B^Nist  Church.  Richton 
Forest  Bapdst  Church.  Forest 
Rienzi  Bapdst  Church.  Rienzi 
Park  Place  Bapdst  Church.  Brandon 
First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
First  Baptist  ChurdL  Corinth 
First  Baptist  Church.  Gul^wn 
WilUamsvUk  Bapdst  Church.  Kosciusko 
First  BapUM  Church,  Louisville 
First  Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven 
Ackerman  Bapdst  Church.  Ackemian-  • 

Bunker  Hill  Bapdst  Church.  Colun^ia 

Indian  Springs  Bapdst  Church.  Petal 

Sylvarena  Bapdst  Church,  Rakigh 

Harmony  Bapdst  Church.  Crystal  Spgs 

Midway  Bapdst  Church,  Meridian 

Fust  Baptist  Church.  New  Albany 

Raymond  Bapdst  Church.  Raymond 

First  Bapdst  Church,  Boonevilk 

Liberty  Baptist  Church.  Liberty 

First  Bapdst  Church,  Batesvilk 

Rrst  Bapdst  Church.  Greenvilk 

Van  Winkk  Bapdst  Church.  Jackson 

First  Bapdst  Church,  Waynesboro 

First  Ba^st  Church.  Quitman 

First  Bapdst  Church.  Cdiimbia 

Riverside  Baptist  Church.  Momicello 

Calvary  Bapdst  Church. Waynesboro 

First  Baptist  Church.  Kosciusko 

Leaf  River  Baptist  Church,  ColUns 

Highland  Bapdst  Church.  Vicksburg 

Parkway  Baptist  Church.  Clinton 

Mount  Zion  Bapdst  Church-Tale.  Independence 

Briar  Hill  Bapdst  Chuich.  Florence 

Ingomar  Baptist  Church,  New  Albany 

Cokmial  Heights  Bapdst  Church.  Jackson 

First  Bapti.st  Church.  Brandon 

Society  Hill  Bapdst  Church.  Odi 

Immanuel  Bapdst  Church.  Vicksburg 

First  Baptist  Church.  Crystal  Spgs 

Mount  Moriah  Baptist  Church.  Holly  Springs 

Poplar  Springs  Bapdst  Church,  Newton 

MeadviHe  Baptist  Chuich.  Mendvilk  * 

First  Baptist  Church.  Coldwaier 

Gaston  Bapdst  Church.  Boonevilk 

First  Bapdst  Church.  Starkvilk 

Wildwood  Baptist  Church.  Clinton 

First  Baptist  Church.  Sardis 

First  Baptist  Church.  Ripky 

Slate  Boukvard  Baptist  Ctmrch,  Meridian 

Calvary  Baptist  Church.  Jackson 

First  Baptist  Churdi.  Belzoni 

First  Baptist  Church.  Sumnut 

Seminary  Baptist  Church.  Seminary 

Sand  Hill  Baptist  Church.  Richton 

Liberty  Bapdst  Church.  New  Albany 

Mount  Zion  Bapdst  Church.  Columbus 

Pleasant  Grove  Baptist  Chuich.  Brookhaven 

Fairview  Bapdst  Church.  Columbus 

Fellowship  Baptist  Church.  Meridian 

North  Greenwood  Baptist  Church.  Greenwoixi 

First  Baptist  Church.  Hazkhurst 

Hickory  Grove  Baptist  Church.  Me  Carky 

Dry  Creek  Baptist  Church.  Mendenhall 

North  Winona  Baplist  Chuich.  Winona 

Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church.  Mendenhall 

Crowder  Baptist  Church.  Crowder 

Hollandak  Baptist  Church.  Hollandak 

Pleasant  Hill  Baptist  Church.  Columbus 

Providence  Baptist  Church.  Ckveland 

First  Baptist  Clwrch.  Vanckave 

Holcomb  Baptist  Church.  Holcomb 

First  Baptist  Church.  Winona 

Ellistown  Baptist  Chuah.  Blue  Springs 

Northwest  Baptist  Association.  Hernando 

Macedonia  Bapdst  Church.  Myrtk 

Akxander  Memonal  Baptist  Chuich.  HoHandak 

Old  Silver  Credi  Baptist  Church.  Silver  Creek 

Springfield  Baptist  Church.  Morton 

Calvary  Baptist  Church.  Greenwood 

Central  Baptist  Church.  Me  Comb 

First  Baptist  Chuich.  Union 

Oak  Forest  Baptist  Church.  Jacluon 

First  Baptist  Church.  Belmont 

First  Baptist  Church.  Isoia 

First  Baptist  Church.  Indianola 

Shiloh  Elapiist  Chureh.  Big  Creek 

Big  Creek  Bapdst  Church.  Big  Creek 

Parkway  Baptist  Church.  Kosciusko 

First  Baptist  Church.  Eupora 

Vakkn  Baptist  Clmfch.  Vaiden 

Trinity  First  Baptist  Chuich.  Waynesboro 

First  Baptist  Church.  Gtnton 

Mount  Moriah  Baptist  Church.  Bogue  Oiitto 

Beulah  Baptist  Church.  Bolton 

Rukvilk  Baptist  Church.  Rukvilk 

First  Baptist  Church.  Newton 

Emmanuel  Baptist  Church.  Grenada 

Bast  Philadelphia  Baptist  Church.  Philadelphia 

Walthall  Baptist  Oiurch.  Walthall 

Hurricane  Creek  Baptist  Chinch.  .Sandy  HixA. 

First  Baptist  Church.  Hattiesburg 

Navilb  Baptist  Church.  Me  Comb 

Ingram  Baptist  Owreh.  Bddwyn 

DeKalb  Baptist  Church.  De  Kalh 

Pkasani  Hill  Baptist  Church.  New  Albany 

Mount  Moriah  Baptist  Church.  Bruce 

Pine  Forest  Baptist  Church.  CoUinsvilk 

Fust  Baptist  Church.  Mendenhall 
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Radical'  St.  James  a  big  hit  with  teens 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP) 


radical  aimed  at  getting  teens  to  "dig 
into  the  Bible." 

pe  even  "40  Days  With  God:  A 
ame  of  Devotional  Journey"  topped 
boldly  Bookstore  Journal's  Christian 
best-seller's  list  last  year  and 
Only  her  second  major  musi-  includes  Scripture  passages, 
cal  release,  it  was  recently  nom-  sections  from  St.  James'  person- 
inated  for  a  Grammy  Award  for  al  journal,  lyrics  from  her 
album  by  the  albums,  "scrapbook  photos" 
of  and  an  "AudioVision  CD" 
which  features  three  music 
videos,  five  songs,  cmd  several 
short  interviews. 

In  concert,  she's  fond  of 
telling  the  story  of  Shadrach, 
Meshach,  and  Abednego,  who 
T  were  saved  from  death  in  the 
fiery  furnace  because  they 
refused  to  bow  to  idols. 

She  challenges  audiences 
with  a  similar  vision  for  her 
own  generation. 

For  the  Adventure  of  Your  Life"  "So  many  art  bowing  down 
video,  which  supports  the  daily  to  false  gods  —  drugs, ,  sex, 
VBS  Bible  studies.  materialism.  But  you  and  I 

She  also  wrote  an  article  for  need  to  be  totally  sold  out  to 
the  "^ddle  Up!"  student  news-  God.  We're  like  this,"  she 
paper.  exclaims,  throwing  back  her 

"I  really  appreciated  the  head  and  raising  hands  heav- 
opportunity  to  be  part  of  this  enward.  "We  will  not  bow." 
ministry,"  St.  James,  a  member  With  her  recent  award  nomi- 


music,  the  Iv-year-old  mg  otners 
Rebecca  St.  James  isn't  hesitant  Australian  native  cmd  current  Christian  lifi 
to  describe  herself  as  a  "radi-  resident  of  Franklin,  Term.,  said  St.  James' 
cal."  She's  proud  of  it,  but  her  in  an  interview.  had  an  imp 

"in  your  face"  musical  style  "It's  very  straight  ahead,  her  currer 
isn't  steering  teenagers  toward  very  'in  your  face'  about  what  titled:  "God 
drugs,  sex  or  rock  'n  roll.  the  Bible  says  about  how  to 

It  points  them  to  God.  live.  And  God  has  convicted 

"IVe  always  had  a  focus  on  me  to  stay  that  way,  to  always 
being  very  biblical  in  my  be  challenging  and  encourag-  best  rock  gospel 

National  Academy  ' 

Recording 
She  wrote 
songs  on  the 

themes  as  ob^ience,  ser- 
vanthood,  prayer,  con- 

sequences 

^he  also  a 
in  Sunday 

Board's  newly 
Vacation  (VBS) 

materials  for 
hosts 


You  can  find 
the  missing 
PEACE 


w  The  Prince  of 
'  Peace  extends  a 

wonderful  invitation  to  you. 


1.  His  love  gives  us  peace. 
This  is  his  promise: 

"Perfect  love  casts  out  fear." 
(I  John  4:18)  When  we  ask 
Christ  into  our  lives,  his  loves 
chases  away  fear. 


2.  His  promise  of  eternal  life 
gives  us  peace. 

The  Bible  says,  "The  wages  of 
sin  is  death,  but  the  free  gift  of 
God  is  eternal  life."  (Romans 
6:23)  God  provides  eternal  life 
through  the  death  and 
resurrection  of  his  Son. 


SADDLING  UP  —  Richard  Barnes  (right),  manager  of  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board's  youth  biblical  studies  section,  talks  with  rock 
gospel  singer  Rebecca  k.  James  during  a  party  held  recently  at  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  in  Nashville.  The  event  celebrated  the 
release  of  the  "Saddle  Up  for  the  Adventure  of  Your  Life  video,"  part 
of  the  1997  Vacation  Bible  School  materials  for  youth.  St.  James  host¬ 
ed  the  BSSB-produced  video.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman.) 


3.  His  promise  to  walk  with 
us  through  life  gives  us 
peace. 

Jesus  said,  "In  me  you  may 
have  peace.  In  this  world  you 
have  tribulation,  but  take 
courage;  I  have  overcome  the 
world."  (John  16:33) 
Jesus  extends  his  promise  of 
peace  to  us,  but  we  must 
respond  by  accepting  him  as 
the  missing  piece  in  our  lives. 


Ron  Mumbowrr,  Ph.D. 
Minister  (^Counseling 
First  Church,  Jackson 


My  46-year-old  friend  I  find  it  hard  to  believe  Jesus 
exploits  his  parents,  and  his  saved  me  just  because  I  asked, 
mother  can’t  take  much  more.  How  do  I  know  he  did  or  didn't 
How  can  he  be  made  more  choose  to  save  me?  Do  I  have  to 
responsible?  wait  until  I  die  to  find  out?  ' 

His  parents  and  other  family  Read  John  3:16  this  way  : 
members  must  begin  firmly  "For  God  so  loved  (your 
saying  "No!"  You  can  speak  the  name)  that  he  gave  his  only 
truth  m  love  to  him.  He  is  prob-  Son,  that  if  (your  name) 
ably  fearful  of  being  out  on  his  believes  in  him,  (your  name) 
own,  which  has  been  reinforced  would  not  die  but  have  ever- 
for  years  by  this  family  system  lasting  life."  What  a  founda- 
of  which  he  is  a  member.  He  tion  on  which  to  stand! 
may  be  at  a  loss  to  break  the  Humans  find  it  difficult  to 
cycle,  so  try  to  persuade  him  to  believe  in  things  that  cannot 
seek  Christian  counselirig  or  at  be  seen.  However,  we  believe 
least  be  accountable  for  his  in  gravity  even  though  we 
lifestyle  to  another  Christian  cannot  see  it.  God  can  be 
like  you.  Meet  with  him  weekly  believed  because  of  his  Word 
to  find  out  how  he  is  doing,  and  and  his  promises.  Like  gravity, 
encourage  personal  contact  you  may  not  literally  see  God 
with  Godly  men  who  can  help  with  your  earthly  eyes,  but 
him  break  this  cycle.  If  he  refu^  you  can  believe  he  is  here.  Our 
es  all  these  efforts,  there's  not  problem  is  that  we  often  focus 
much  more  you  can  do.  on  circumstances  instead  of 
Frankly,  this  is  a  textbook  case  God,  which  is  like  fretting 
for  the  value  of  teaching  fi»e  about  the  waves  crashing 
meaning  of  "No!"  to  children  at  around  us  while  standing 
any  early  age.  high  above  on  solid  rock. 


You  can  make  that  commit¬ 
ment  today  by,  (1)  admitting 
you  need  God,  (2)  confessing 
your  sins  to  him,  and  (3)  by 
faith,  receiving  Christ  as  Lord. 


If  you  make  a  decision  for  Christ 
today,  contact  a  local 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church 
for  spiritual  guidance. 


Smtt  your  counseling  questions  to  UfeArtsxvers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pOstor  can  make  recommendationsOn  your  counseling  needs. 
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